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¶ To the right noble Lord , the 
. Lord Edward Earle of Bedford, 
| grace and peace from the Lord. 
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ſhall enable me vnto, both in prayer for your health , and in- 
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ther of light to enrich you is this life, and after ibis to 
bleſſe you with immortality in that place 
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Two Sermons of the S ong of Simeon. 
The third, of the calling of Jonah. 
T he fourth ,of the rebellion of lonah, 
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THESWEETSONGO 
OLD FATHER SIMEON, 
in two Sermons, 


\s 


Luke z. verſe 29.30,31,32- 
29 Lord nom letteſt thou thy ſeruant depart in peace, accor- 
| ding to thy word, 
30 For mine tier hane ſeene thy ſaluation, 
31 Which thou baſt prepared before the face of all people, 
32 Alight to be reucaled to the Gentiles, andthe glory of 
thy people Iſrael. | 


His is the ſweet ſong of olde Father 
Simeon, wherein is ſet forth the ioyful 

and peaceable death of the righteous, 
ZA after that they haue embraced Chtiſt 

leſus with heart and mind vnfainedly 
s hee did, ſeeing their death is to bee 
be beginning of a better and more 
ioyfu'l and pleaſant liſe then the former. 

But before we proceed further in it, let vs heare a lit- 
tle of that which went before. The Euangeliſt ſaith, 
verſe 25. 

And behold there mas a mau in Teruſalem , whoſe name 
was Simeon:this man was inſt, and fi ared G od, and waited {cr 
the conſolation of Iſrael, and the boly Ghoſt was vpon him. 
And aremelation,Ce, ' 

Simecn feared Ged. Religion may wel be called feare, 
ſor there is oo Religion, where feare is wanting: for the 


priuiledge hach God giuen to thoſe that feate him that 


they neede to feare nothing elſe. : 
D 3 And 


feare of the Lord is the beginning of wifedome,and t js | Pro. 7. 
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The friſt Ser min, 


And waited for the conſolation of Iſraei. 

Simeonalſo waited for the conſolation of Iſtael, vntill 
hee had-embracedin his armes him whom hee fo long 
longed to ſee and feele. How many wairers bee thete in 
the world ? yet few wait as Simeon did: but ſome wait for 
honours, ſome for riches, ſome for plea ſures, ſome for 
eaſe, ſome for rewards, ſome for money, ſome tor a 
decte yeete, and ſome for a golden day. as they call it: bur 
Simeon waited and expedted wich many a long look, 
vntill he had ſcene and embraced Ciriſt Jeſus, the lignt 
of the Gentiles, the glory of Iſrael; the ſaluacion of all 
that with a faithfull and zealous affection and loue doe 
waite for his comming, to the comfort of the afflicted, 
and to the terrifying of the wicked and vngodly, which 
haue not already waited, neither embraced him as Sime- 
on did. 

Andwaited for the conſolation of Iſrael, 

Faith in all afflictians doch litt yp her head, waiting in 
aſſured hope, beyond all hope, and ſeeing the clouds ſcat- 
tered ouet her head, yet ſhe is euet comfortable to her 


ſelle, ſaying: anon it will bee calme : and although all 


the friends in the world doe faile, yet it neuer faileth nor 
fainteth, but euer keepeth promiſe in that which by the 
verity of the ſpuit of God it aſſureth, vntill her joy bee 
fulfilled. All are not I ſraslites that are born of Iſracl. Sime- 
en was an Iſraelite indeed, for hee waited for the Mi ſſias 
from God with paticuce and expectation: ſa the ſpirit of 
God dwelleth alwaies with them which . alwaics ſay, 


| Thy will be done. 


26 Andarexelation was ginen him. 

If we wait as he did, the ſpitit will aſlure vs as it did 
him, that we ſhal ſce God before we die: and they that 
long in faith to ſee the ioyes of heauen, the ſpint aſſu- 
— and promiſeth faithfully vnto them, that they ſhall 
ee it. 

27 Aua be came by the motis of the Spirit into the Temple, 


Simeon | 
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a | of the Song of Simeon, 


| which leadestonothing but to vonity and pride: for af- 


i. ets 


Simeon came into the Temple at this time by the preui- 
denceof God, The worldlings will call ic chance, but 
the Evangeliſt would not chop that in,becauſe it is ma- 
nife ſt, chat al things come to paſſe by the providence of 
God, without which the re is nothing done. By this pro- 
uidence Rebecca came forth to wait on her fathers cat - 
tell, when Abrahams ſeruant praied, and looked for her 
cõming, tha: he might take her for Iſaac to marry wichal. 
By this prouidence Saul was annointed king by Samuel, 
when he had no ſuch thought in his heatt, but went a- 


bout ſee k ing for his fathers aſſes that were loft, 

And he came by the motion of the ſpurit. 

The diuell led Chriſt vnto the top of an high moun. 
raive, that hee might ſhe him the gloty of the worlde, 
which deceiueth vnſtable mind: ſo would he doe you, 
if you would be led by ſuch a guide: but 1 Would not 
haue you to marke the vaine motions of ſuch a ſpitite, 


ter he hath led you to the top, and allured you by carnall 
pleaſures as much as hee can, if you then fall downe to 
worſhip Mammon, & embrace the world. ĩhe ſame ſpi- 
rit will afterward lead you, nay rather caſt you downe 
from the top of all vnto hell. The efore | beſeech you, and 
heartily entreat you, that you would bee the ſeruants of 
God, and ſeruants of the ſpirit of God. to be led by it, to 
obey it, and to do nothing contrary to his will that you 
can tefraine, but all thoſe good things which you wou d 
were done by you, and go thither whither you would 
come;for all would come to heauen, but all will not goe 
to heauen. If you will all heare, I will teach you all: yea, 
vil vndertake thi-theare and mark my words, and you 
ſhall be led by the power of the ſpirit to our Lord ſeſus 
Chriſt, And Ipray to the Lord that I may neuer preach 
to the condemnation of 2uy among you all; yea I wifh 
chat euery one of you were more zealous and more godly 


then my ſelſe. But rowhom ſhall ] compare you? euen to 
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Mat. 10. 39. 


Gen. 24 74. 


N 15.16. 17.18. 


19. 


. Sam 9.10, 
& 10.1, 


The firſt Scrmon. 


the vagabond lewes, ot wnom Lukemcntione:h an the 
Actes, that they tooke vpon them to abiure euill ſpirites 
by che name of leſus whom Paul preac hed, to whom the 
cuill ſpirits anſwered, ſqying: leſus we know, and Paul 
we know, but who ate yeet and thoſe which had the euill 
ſpirits tanne vpon them and ouercame them, ſo that they 
fled out of that houſe naked and wounded: and thus the 
diuell preuailed againſt them at that time, becauſe they 
ſought to worke with an others inſtrument, and preuaile 
with an others wean. If they would baue ſaid, jn the 
name of leſus whom we prtach, they might haue preuai- 
led; but they thought ĩt 4 cient that Paul preached him, 
though they neuer proſgſſed him. And ſo we leane vpon 
an others ſtaffe, and thinke to be ſaued, becauſe God ſa- 
ueth others, We ſhall be dealt withal as were thoſe vag. 
bond lewes: for he will anſwere: ſuch I know, and ſuch 1 
lenowʒ but who are yee? Therefore it behooueth vs all to 
ptay vnto the Lord, that hee d furniſh vs with wea- 
pons to encounter againſt all the el motions of the ſpi- 
rit of Sathan, that we may ouercome, and not be ouer- 
come and put to flight, like thoſe vagabond lewes, but 
that we may haue oyle alwaies in our lamps burning, and 
alwaies armed with watchfulneſſe againſt our enemies, 
leſt Sathan ſteale vpon vs vnawares, in the darke , and 
lead vs to fulfill his luſts, and ſpoile ys, and ſtrip vs, and 
leaue vs Rarke naked, 
Fo 7 And he came by the motion of the ſpirit into the Tem · 
Cc. , 

; If we would thinke that his ſpirit doth leade vs into 
the Temple, we would marke very diligently the moti- 
ons thereof when we are there, whether it ſpeaketh to 
vs in our one ſoules by the mouth of the Miniſter of 
God, ho is the Miniſter, not ofthe letter, but of the ſpi- 
tit and grace of God. 

28 Aud when the Parents brought in the childe Ieſus, to 
4s fer ban according tothe cuftome of the Law. 

28 They | 
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of th: Song of Simeon, 


— 


28 Then he tooks bun m hig armes, 

Happy S1meon embracing Chriſt, bur not happy that 
he embraced him wich his hands, but there fore happie, 
becauſe he embraced him in heart. Happy ate they and 
bleſſed which ſee che things that ye ſee, and the eates 
that heare the things that ye heare, ſaith Chriſt; but cur- 
ſed are we, that hearing and ſeeing doe not repene : for 
we cannot be bleſſed by hearing and ſeeing only, vnleſſe 
we heare and ſee with proſite, ſo that we in hart embrace 
Chrift. But we will obiect, that we ate Iſtaelites, and are 
cireumciſed, and haue receiued the Sacrament of Chriſts 
blood, that we might be his people, and be our God: but 
this will not excuſe vs, nor make vs ſeem any thing bet - 
ter in the ſight of God, but rat het worſe, if we haue not 
ceaſed to embrace the world, to embrace vanities, and 
haue vnfainedly embraced the word of God, and alſo the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For it is ſaid, that Chriſt came amongſt 
his owe, and his owne receiued him not: but therefore 
accurſed are ſo many of them as teiect their own ſaluati- 
on,which being freely offered ynto them, wil not ſtretch 
forth their hands to receiue it: that is, will not attend 
with their cares to heat it, or at leaſt wil not enlarge their 
hearts to embrace it. 


And praiſed. 

If Samuel had heard the fuſt time that God called 
him, then God needed not to call him the ſecond or the 
third. Jf Peter had marked the crowing of the Cocke 
at the firſt time, as he did at the third, the Cocke needed 
not to crowe thrice. 

Now thereſote, when you heare the ſame ſound againe 
which you haue hcardbefore,remeber now that the Cock 
croweth the ſecondtime : for you know what diſcom- 
modity doth come by negligence,and what commodity 
by attention: for if you attend and follow, iuſtice ſhall bee 
ſwallowed vp of mercy, 
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Luke 10. 41. 


Simeon praiſed God, 

Simeon was thankfull. Here is the example, but where 
be they that follow it? If nine lepers be cleanſe d. yet but 
one returnerh to giue thanks, then one is all. Vnthank- 
fulnes is the firſt gueſt that ſuteth at the table; for ſome 
wil not flicke to ſay, that they neuer faid grace ſince they 
were children: but if they had ſaid, they neuer had grace 
tince they were children, 1 would rather beteue them. 
Doe you not ſay, Giue vs this day our dayly bread ? If you 
do,for ſhame lay ſo no more, beg no more at Gods hids, 
vntill you bee more thankſull for that you haue receiued. 
Fot be hold, the heauens frown vpon you for your ſinnes, 
and the earth denieth her ſruite, and is become barren, 
becauſe of your vnthankfulneſle, 


And praiſed God,andſaid:&c.Here Simeon praied and 


praiſed God, yet butin few words , for God _ , 


not in much babling:hee praicdnor like the Ethnic ks, the 
p hariſies, or the Prieſts of Baal; but Simeon praied with 
the heatt like Moſes, and was heard. 

Aad ſaid. He ioyfully praiſing God ſpake, yea ſweetly 
as it were ſung it. Though you fing ali Dauids Pſalmes 
oucr,and haue not Dauids ſpirit, it profiteth nothing: and 
though Dzuid was heard when he ſung them, yer you 


| cannot be heard. Therefore let vs pray fo, that our pray- 


ers may be heard. But we cannot with the heart, & ſo that 
we way be heard pray, if we turne away our cares from 
the wotd : for ſo doing, hatſoeuer praiers we make, 
they ate abominable. There ſore let vs heare ſo, that hea · 
ring we may profit by it. Let vs not heare ſtill fo vnpro- 
fitably as we were wont to doe: ifue do, it ſhall be requi- 
red at our hands. Do you think you ſhall neuer be cal- 
led to account of that which J haue preached vnto you, 
and therefore as ſoone as ye are gone out of this place, al 
is ſhut vp, and all is forgotten; God is exempted frõ your 
minds? Our Sauiour Chriſt ſaith, the word I ſpeake vivo 
you ſhal iudge you at the laſt day. Mary is commended 


ſor 
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for that ſhe heard our S uiour very diligently, laying vp 
his words in her hatt, & lacob was witer then al bis chil- 
dren, in that he remembred the dreame of Ioſeph vntill 
he ſaw it fulfilled. Thoſe that loue the Lord with an vn- 
tained loue, do gladly heare his voice and become obedi- 
ent. My beep bear my voice, (2ith Chriſt: & they that loue| loh10.27, 
the Ak 2s Dauid did, will dance about the Arke as Da- — 14 
uid did., and that with ioy and gladnes. Iſaac was a good | e 
man, hi; name ſignified laughter, whereby was ſhewed 
[one joy and laughter there ſhould bee about Chriſt le- 
ſus,for he was che figure, the truth was Chriſt himſelfe. ue 46 
The Virgin ſung when ſhe knew that ſhee ſhould beare | Luk. . — 
him, che Angels ſung ioyfully when he was borne, and 
Simeon ſung whea he was brought into the Tempig, 

If Simeon had not longed, and ſo waited for the conſo- 
lation, ſhould hee now haue had this ioy and exulcation? 
he could not haue felt it, for as our deſire is, fo is our ioy. 
And ſurely therefore we receiue not ſound comfort, or 
fecle ſmall ioy by the preaching of che Goſp.eil , becauſe 
we with longing wait not for it, we haue nolively deſue 
of it, we hunger and thirſt not after it. 

Lor now letteſt thou thy ſernart de part. Sime on waiting 
for the conſolation ot Iſrael, longing to ſee the Sauiour, 
was like the Hait panting ſor the water brooks,ti! he had 
beneld bis beft beloued: but as ſoone as hee had take him 
in his armes, whom his ſoule defired to ſee, hee fo thitſted 
for death, that he thenceforth thought of, ſought after, 
beſought God for nochinꝑ, hut to leaue this life, & hence 
to depart: for he forth with ſinging. praicd : New leit | 
thou thy ſernant depart . But doe you ( ſay ſome) com. 
mend him here in? did he well?May not any man defire : 
deathẽ may not the. faſtned ſhip in a range land deſite 
tobe looled to haſten to his longed for port at home? | 
may not a man impriſoned amongſt bitter enemies, de- 
fice to be ſet at liberty, to teturne to his own country; in 
freedome to liue amongſt his {weer friends? Are wee not 

ſteongere 
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7 h: firſt Sermon, 


rangers heere, and by vnpeaceable moſt deadly ene- 
mies, our owne fleſh, the world, aud the diuell, held pri- 
lonets in the chaines of ſinne, and manifold infirmities? 
and is not our home, heauen;and the Saints and Angels, 
our moſt deere friends? No maruell then that Simeon 
here deſiteth to bee looſed, or let depart. And Paul 2 
feſleth, hee defired to be diſſolued or ynlooſed , as ſhips 
in a ſtrange land faſtned,as ſtrangers amongſt cruell ene- 
mies impriſoned. They were vnnaturall if they did not: 
it were vnreaſonable to requite they ſhould not: — 


not onely may thinke it law iull, but muſt alſo ack ] 
ledge it, euen a neceſſary duty to defire death. For 
there till then in vs any perfect, yea any pure obedience 
of Gad? Doth not ſinne as long as this life laſtetbh, d well 
in our members? s there any paſſage to the perfect life, 
but by the fitſt death ? The fiſh which is taken in the 
net out of the ſea, ſtrugleth to get in againe: and Adam 
thruſt out of Paradiſe, would faine haue beene within a- 
gaine: how much more ſhould we be deſirous to bee 
ſetled in the true Paradiſe, in aſſurance neuet to bee put | 
from thence? Therefote alſo it is not onely our duiie to 
deſite death, but alſo as ſoone as any cleeriy ſeeth Chriſt, 
preſently hee deſireth to die. For though bis ſtate bee ne- 
uer ſo plcaſant , though his life bee moſt delighiful, 
though hee excell inriches, and pleaſures, and honours, 
and knowledge, and glory, and farre excee de all that e. 
ver were: yet at the fight of Chriſt hee euen teioyceth to 
forgoe all, the loue of the world falling away like the 
mantle of Elias when hee was rapt into heauen, and ſo 
cricti with the Apoſtle, 7deſiretobee d ſſolueã; that he 
may be with Criſt. For Chriſtis light, and as ſoone as 
they ſee him, they ſce alſo themſelues and the worlds 
tallc happineſſe: his glory, andtheir ſhame and filthi - 
neſſe, which maketh them wiſh for death, that they may 
ccale to finne againſt God, & perſectly pleaſe him and 
enioy ttue happineſſe with him: forall ſinne is blood in 
their 
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their.cies,andall worldly pleaſures vanities. 
| | But by ch en(ſay you) haue Heman the Ezrachice, 
Pfal. 8. 15.16.17. and Ezckiah that godlle king, Eſay 
38. 10. 12, 13. 14, and that man aſtet Gods 6wne heart 
the ſweet finger of Iſrael, Dauid, Pſalme 6. 4. and 30.8.9 
ſo prayed , and taught others to pray againſt death? 
Why? Becauſe they all were, and hauc others to 
be in the feruent loue of God, both to die, and to liue 
defirous: to liue, that they might amongſt men vphold 
and further the true worſhip of God, fo to ſaue their 


7700 ſoules,and aduance the —— the more: 
to die, that they might perfe: y ing God, fully 
pleaſe him,and freed from all euill , enioying all good, 


with him moſt bleſſedly liue. For not onely the Apo- 
ile Paul, but all theſe, and whoſocuer are grounded 
in the faith of Chriſt, but eſpecially all that haue irong 
hope to aduance the honour of God, are in a ſtraite, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Philip. 1. 23.and cruſhc on 
both ſidęs, euen with two contrary deſires: to be with 
Chriſt, which is beſt of all for themſelues and to continue 


. | amongſt men, which is moſt needſull for them. So that 


this remaineth a manifeſt moſt neceſſary dutie, and of all 
that hauetruclie,as Simeon, beletued in Chriſt, performed: 
namely, thenceferth Rlill co deſire death, though 
alſo withall defired , life for others, death for them- 
ſelues. 

Yer all that defire deathperforme nota dutie:for the 
wicked often deſire to die, but not duely: for, though 
they wiſh ſometimes for it, and be willing alſo to abide 


it: yet do they not in heart deſire it, becauſe they thinke 


it not a thing in the ordinance of God good, and that for 
them, but vtterly hate it, holding it an extreame euill. 
Fot acknowledge as, the trueth is, it will depriue 
them of all cher delights which heete they defire , and 
they cannot but at leaſt feare, it will take from them all 
pleaſure, and bring them to caſeleſſe, and yer endleſſe 
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it not altogether willingly, but wittingly: not freely, but 
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| ble, and murtherers, and whoremongers, and ſorcerets, 


for the diuell and his Angels: hell fire, where the worme 
neuer dieth, and the fire neuer goeth out. Wherupon, this 


| horring life, not truly defiring death. For how die they, 
when they moſt voluntarily bereaue themſelues of life? 


| anguiſh of mind, either raging that they cannot ſatisfie 


loued:or fearing, ifthey dic, deſerued torments : if they 


* The firſt Sermon. 


paine and tot ments intollerable ,and yer vuſpeakeable: 
For the ſencence of the yachangeable God is already gy- | 
uen. 

The fearefull, and vnbeleeuing, and the abomins- 


and idolaters, and all liars, ſnall haue their part inthe lake 
which burncth with fire and brimſtone, which is che ſe- 
cond death. And the iuft Iudge ſhall ſay to all woor- 
kers of iniquity: Go ye accurſed into hell fire prepared 


the Prophet auoucheth, There is no peace to the wicked, 
ſaith my God, For in their ſtrong hope they feele a ſtin- 
ging feare, theit greateſt confidence is not without trem» 
bling of conſcience. Therefore fearing the euent of 
death to be for them as indeed it is) moſt horrible, they 
vtterly abhorre it, they deteſt it extreamely. How then 
(fay ſome) ſhould they ſeeke death ſo eagerly ? How 
ſhould they murder themſelues ſo willingly? They doc 


forced with feare of ſome ſuppoſed greater evill : The 
troubles ofthis world, the anguiſh of body, the horrour 
of mind, they are moſt impatient of, they cannot, they 
will not endure them, and th they ſometime: 
preferre death before life, leſſe willing to liue in vexati- 
on, then dying to try, whether they ſhall ſeele what they 
feare, euen deſerued damnation: for they are neuer wil - 
ling to die, but vn willing to liue often, and ſo work them- 
ſelues endleſſe woe, in hope of ſuppoſed happineſſe, ab- 


not in loue of God, longing to pleaſe him, performin 
all ſeruice to him: but either in — of 1 ell 


their luſts, or haue loſt outward things immoderatelic 


al SED liuc 
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live they ſhall eicher continue iu felt horrour, or loſe ho- 
ped for honour: either impatient of Gods rod, free- 
ting againſt him that they ſo heauily fee le his fury, and | 
cannot ficrcely ſulfull their malicious minds, or freelie | 
feede on the reſt of their fleſhly luſtes, or impotent in 
their deſire of ſome falſe fondly conceiued good ho- 
ing, with dreadfull doubting, by death to better their 
they chooſe rather to prooue the truth of Gods 
threats, and of the terrots of ——— 
ja life to remaine any longer, rather abhorring life, then 
aur way truly deſiring death. Therefore, in that Simeon 
| duly deſi red death, that which we heard of Simeon in the 
be inning is proued true, to wit, that he was inſt and fea. | 
red Gad. | 
For none but the truly religious, none but they that 
by faith are aſſured they are before God righteous, can | 
rightly defire death. For who” would defire a change 
but for the bettet? But all that are ignorant of God, all 
the vnfaichfull, whatknowledge ſoeuer they haue, can- 
not be in better caſe dead, then they are now in liuing, 
though moſt miſerably pained: nay, they cannot be 
without iuſt feare when they forgoe this life, to feele for 
euer the ſecond death. But the faichfull hauing their | * 
conſciences quiet, and al ſo ioyſull in Chriſt, free from 5 
the feare of that death they haue deſerued, and aſſured 
by death to paſſe to that lite which God to all. faithſull 
hath promiſed, earneſtly wiſh to die in fetuent loue of | | 
God, and zeale of his glory, that ſo they may ceaſe from 
offending their good God, and neuer ceaſe magnifying 
his mercy z ſhewing thereby that they are of the 
ſeruice and bondage ofSathan and ſinne, and aſſured af- 
ter death to enioy the true life , moſt fully gloritying N 
God, aud moſt perfeRtly pleaſing him for cuer :. 
therefore alſo they deſire death, not ſhortning their life, 


but waiting his leiſure and calling, thereby glorifying 0 N | 


God as in their lives they haue done, and to doe. 
For 


| . — 
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Gen. 47.28. 
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ting it, but neuer _— 2 | 
» Trany obiect, that ſon pluckt the houſe on his 
— yell as on the Philiflines, we muſt vnder- 


ſtand, that Sampſon wasa figure of Chriſt ; and therfore 
— ae himſclfe toGod a ſacrifice, fuſt praied, | 


and then | ed God at his death, more then al his life, | 
in killing ſo many of Gods enemics. 

And becauſe they waite the Lords leaſure, they not- 
only wilfully murder not themſelues, but are carefull alſo 
leſt fooliſhly vnwittingly they haſten it. For all they are 
guilty of theit owne blood , that cither by foole-hardie, 
raſh,or vnwiſe behauing, or with ſurfers, drunkennefle, 
or any intemperat vſing of themſelues, ſhorten their life, 
Vea, though they tendertheir liues neuer ſo deere, yet are 
they in the guilt, becauſe they willingly vſe the meanes 
that brings death, - | 

Simeon had ſcene much in his many daies, but when | 
he ſaw Chriſt, he was vnwilling to liue any longer to ſec 
more. His defire accompliſhed, his long longing at 
lengch is ſatiſſied, his feruent expeRation with free ioy 
now fulfilled, It is enough, ſaith Sinan, that I haue 
ſeene my Saviour: as Iacob ſaid, It « hthat my ſon 
Toſeph lauatb. How much more then ſhould wee bee 1a-|.. 
tisficd with this, and in all thanlefulneſſe reſt in ĩt, that we 
haue ſcene Chriſt, not as Simeon, in weakenes and baſe- 
neſſe, but victorious, moſt glorious, ouer ſin, death, and 
hell triumphing, and are more aſſured then lacob was, 
that hee, not as Ioſeph vnder Pharaoh in Egypt, liueth, 
but in heaucn with his Father in higheſt maicttie raign- 
eth Lord ouer all, hauing all power both in heauen and 
earth and moreouer, where he is, thithet ſhall wee come 


and be like him, and with him as fellow - heires reigne in 
: the 


— 


The ſcede is not caſt all on a heape, but ic is caſt abroad: 


Þ | richesin the world, for that they are the ſeruants of 


* | pleaſures of ſinne before the glory of God: and others 


| or when they will, fee le the comfort oſ it, much leſſe the 


— . 
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the kingdomeof our Father for euer. 
Simeon knew Chrilt as ſoonc as he ſaw him, and em- 
braced him as ſoone as he knew him, and emoyed him 
as ſoone as he embraced him: ſo ſome know the word 
of God as loone as they heare it, and beleeue it as ſoon as 
they know it, and feele the comfort of it as ſoone as they 
beleeue it. But others beare ic as though they heard it not, 
like deafe adders which ſtop their eates at the voyce of 
the charmer. So Pharao would not heare the voyce of 
Moſes, nor Baals Prieſts the voyce of Elias: and others 
hough they know it, yet will not beleeue it, as if God 
were vntrue: ſo all malicious wretches that preſerte the 


— 


though they belec ue it, yet can they not either preſently, 


joy which is offred by it, namely, the heart oppteſſe q, the 
deſolste afflicted ſoule. 5 1 


therfore where be the fruites of the ſpirit that you haue 
brought forth? For the ſpirit of God is not like a dead 
potion inthe ſtomacke, which worketh not; neither can 
we haue this ſpirit in vs, and feelc it not. For if thou hoſt 
it, it will leade 'thee as it did longing Smween( as Mee 
haue hitherto ſeene) to the Temple, and when thou art 
there, it will leade thee to Chriſt, and when thou haſt re- 
ceiued and embraced him, it will poſſeſſe thee wich joy, 


and to entertaine ſum, and to be obe dient vnto him: nay, 
alſo with a longing to bee looſed hence, and euermore 
perfectly to pleaſe him. Therefore beloued, iudge your 
ſelues, that ye be not ludged of the Lord. 

T by ſernant. 2 
The godly would not lezue this priuiledge for all the 


God, fellowes to princes and Angels,forwee ſerue him 


and ſo with thankſulueſſe and godlycare to kce pe bim 


whom Dauid, Salomon, Ezechias, Ioſias ſerued: yea, 
E to | 


Exod. g. Kc. 
1. King. 18. 
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t. Sam. 2.3. 
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Phil. 10. 
Mat. 31.15. 


1 thou haſt too much for nothing already. 
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rable Angels miniſter, Heb. 1 2. 22. euen him who 1smoſt 
bleſſed for euer. Euery ſeruing man beates the cogni - 
ſance of his maſter vpon his ſlecue. What then will the 
Lord ſay, hen he commeth and fin ſeth vs marked with 
the badge of Sathan? Surely he will ſay, giue vnto Sathan 


ſprinkled with the blood ofthe Lambe, ind all mourners 

in Ieruſalem are marked, and all che choſen arc ſcaled 

with the ſeale of the liuing God. 

Well, was it ſard the poore receiue the Goſpell / The 

young men are more forward in che trueth, and mete 
r ealous then the aged, the ſonne then his father, the ſer- 

uant then his Maſter. Once the younger Brother ſtole 

away the bleſſiag from the elder, the elder ha · 
ted him euen for his zeale. And when was lIacob hated 

more then he is now? When was he ſohated and perſe» 

cutedashe isnow by Eſau? Yet in theold time men 


them to be in their youth, yea, they were zealous ia the 
Lords buſineſſe. | 


from reioycing and. mirth when he beheld and embra- 
ced the Lord leſus Chriſt. Then old Sime embraced 
Chrift,and he enioyed him with hearty ioy in zeale, but 
now where is old Smcen? There be but feœC of them to 


now young men receiue him, . yong Simeons, - young 
Oneſimus, and the young infants beginne to ſpeake a- 


aine. 
they wil keepe him, though old mea negleR him. Sathan, 


— — — — — _ * 
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to whom a thouſand thouſands. Dan 7. io. euen innume- 


that which is Sathans, But all the houſes of Iſtael are |: 


0 


were more z ealous in their age, then euer wee heate of 
Age hindreth not Noah from building of the Arlee,| 
when God commanded him: age hindered not S 


be ſeene comming to the Temple toteceiue Chriſt, but 
Daniels, young Samuels, young L imothies, and young 


The young haue him, they are zcalous., and J hope 


n 
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| low their Reps,and you ſhall then depart in peace, like 


. | and by ſuch traditions, and tis is the 
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© Of the Song . 
In peace oe. 3 
Chriſt briags peace wich him: not the peace of the world 
but that peace which paſſeth all ynderftanding, Ap peace 
Ilaaue with yen, Iohn 14.27. My peace temaine with you, 
ſaith he, Our peate is laid vp in Chrift,and all the peac- 
we haue, we haue by him, elſe it is not true peace. . 
meon was iuſt, and feared God in his life, and therfore he 
de parted ia peace: ſo marke the end of the iuſt, and fol. 


the Lambe vpon the Croſſe. 

Faine would Balaamdie the desth of che righteous, 
but Balaam muſt then liue the life of cherighteous:ther- 
fore all men looke to this. are they that depart 
in peace, who when Death faith feate, and the ſerpent 
ſaith deſpaireztbey (ay by the ſpirit to the fleſh, crouch, 
and bid the Serpent flie, while Death openeth the priſon 


If che Popiſts would haue men to depart in peace, 
they would never lay, that thoſe which depait goe to 
Purgatory: for ſo by rheir owne ſaying, the worſt part 
is behind. For they affirme, that the paine thereof is far: e 
grieuouſet then any that in this life may be ſuſtained, But 
againe, ſome ſay, this Purgatory is in the earth neere to 
hell, and fo it is too farxe from heauen to be ſaued. Some 
doe ſay, they are puniſhed there by firczand ſome ſay, by 
waterzand ſome lay, by fireand water. Some lafily doe | 
ſay, that the good Angels torment ; and others ſay that 


— 


table opinion , how'is. it poſſible hence to depart in 
peace ? But wee muſt vnderſtand it is # painted Sepul 
cher, made ſor the pampering of che ſiuing, not tar the 
panifjag or purifying of them that be dead. For. the 
ocuſt of. Rome doe liue altogether by ſuch 122 
is che proſitableſt dream 
chat euer any of them dreamed: but it is manifeſt by the 


doores. q 


the cuil ſpicics doe it. In this variety of moſt yncomfor- |. 


Nu. 23. 14. 


Prou. 30. 
ccle. 1 t. 3. 


| ; N word of God that where the tree falleth there it licth 8 
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The firſt Sermon 

ſhall lie tot euer. Diues and Lazarus are dead; and where 
Luk. 16. 22.23 · | they are, thither ſhal we al go. S ithan hath many ſleighis 

| to deceiue vs, of which this is one ofthe greateſt, to bring 
vs from the word of God, to dreatnes and tradii ions, and 
things inuented by the braines of mortall men, which 
haue not the ſpirit of God in them. 

According to iby word. 

All che ſeede falleth not into good ground, and there · 
fote, though I haue ſhewed you it is yngooly , as becin 
aot according to the word, ſome thinke it but a alf 
matter to ſay forthe dead, Lord haue mercy vpon them, 
at leaſt they thinke it as a vggiall ſinne if it be a ſinne. But 
let vs take heed how we _ trifles of ſinnes, for there 
is no dallying with God, who is iealous as a conſuming 
fire, when his people make ſuch ſmall account of his 
words. Other demaund, whether it be not better to ſay, 
God be with chem, than the diuell be with them; both 
which are naught and to be eſchewed, And herein they 
aske this queſtion like a theefe, who hauing robbed 2 
man by the hie waie, and being taken with it, and de- 
maunded why he did ſuch a villany, ſaith; Is it not bet. 
ter to rob him than to kill him? as though hee muſt needs 
doe one of them : then what a ſhameleſſe anſwere is 
chis?for it is manifeſt, that of two euils none is to be cho- 


Heb. 13.29. 


en. 

Some will ſay, it is a teſtimony of our good will, To 

ſuch we muſt replys ſaying ; ſoitis a teſtimony of your 
t 


gnorance: and then after a little conference they will 
xtaunt, that indeed it doth not profit them, Then wee 
muſt reply and ſay, God hath made all things to profite 
Mat. 12. 36. vs, and hath commanded that nothing bee ved vnprofi · 
tably. no not ſo much as a vaine word ſpeaking, ſaying; |. 
chat for cuery idle word wee muſt giue account at the 
lay of iudgement. Then they reply againe,ſaying:Jfit do 
them no good it doth them noharme. Burt we muſt an» 
ſwer, it were good to beware leſt it doe thy ſelfe harme. | - 
Another | 


La. il. Add dh. 4 —_— — 2 — 


a 


| theſe ſpeeches heereafter, having no teaſon nor proofe of 


of the Seng of Simeon. 


Another ſort will reply and fay, I pray God I neuer 
doe worſe. But co ſuch we muſt anſwere; I pray God you 
may doe better: — — ſhould firſt know whether you 
doe not harme, you doe it. For indeed it muſt 
—— of harme — — in doubting without 
aith;for ifyou beleeued that they were laid vp in peace, 
whom you pray for, what neede you pray for them at 
all? But ic ſhewes an vnbelecuing hart, and we know that 
whatſocuer is not of faith, is ſinne, and the Lord will ſay 
oſthem, who hath required theſe things at your hands ? 
You haue wrought vanities. Now therefore you will not 
leaue it becauſe you vſed it: then wil you ſay alſo, we will 
not leaue our lying, nor our ſwearing, nor out curſing, be · 
cauſe we haue vſed it. It will grieue me if I heare you vſe 


ſeripture to maintain it by, or to be your warrãt in it: ther 
fore I charge you iu the name of God, that you vic them 
not, but rather when you heare this, ot any other fin con- 
demned,lay hands vpon it, & ſee that — put it to death 
without delay, according to the law of God. 


According to thy word, 
When Sathan hath thns —— vs with this opini- 


on that in the ſeruice of God we may neglect the word 
of God, then profices and pleaſures guide ys in our pro- 
feſſion: but they that doe ſo proſeſſe Religion and godli- 
neſſe, can neuer haue any comfort by it all their life, For 
their owne hearts accuſe them for hypoctites, becauſe 
they wait not for the cenſolation of God, according to 
his word, and what ſoeuer is not done according to that 
word, cannot be acceptable: and this word they care not 
for, neither haue it in eſtimation. When Adam ſeeth 
his naked nes, the ſubtile ſerpent can deceive no longer, 
but before he ſeeth his nakednefle, he is euet deceived, 
and led away with the multitude into innumerable er- 


ö 


rots. Some ſay, they ſhall be ſaued by good works, and 
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ſoine by the Popes pardon, others ſayby.Purgatory,, and 
| theſe will haue a Maſſe ſung for them as ſong as the 
world ſtandeth, and all for one filly ſoule thinking to bee 
ſaued by it. And yet ſee their blindes, for they ſecme to 
thinke chat their rorment ſhall not ceaſe as long as the 
world ſtandethʒ elſe why ſhoald they find and hite men 
to ſay Maſſe for them ſo long? but theſe are the ſat mor · 
ſels of Baals Prieſte, aud for this cauſe is the Popiſh Creed 
made very favourable to the Cleargy. Wel, ſay that Igno- 
rance is the mother of their deuotion, ſor when the coue - 
| rouſnes of the Prieſts aud the Igno aace of the people 
| toyned together. then they inueated Purgatory, Maſſes, 
Prayer for the dead. and then all their trinkets. For if they 
had not held our Fathers in ignorance, keeping them 
from the word, they would neuer haue beene Papiſts. 
But when they caſt a miſt before the eyes of men, then 
the blind fell into the ditch, which doth containe ſo ma- 
ny groſſe corruptions, 
For mine eies baus ſeene thy ſaluation. 

For, Sc. B cauſe the holy Gholt by inſpiratton had de- 
declared yato him, that he ſhould not die, till hee had 
teene leſus Chriſt, therefore the ſane ſpirit led him to 
the Temple, and ſhewed that whichit promiſcd · and ha- 
uing ſee ne the ſame, he de ſited and x iſhedto die, and 

be releaſed from this earthly priſon, that he might 
inc with God, As idle and euill wiſhcs2re vaine, becaule 
they are not according to fairh, nor grounded vpon the 
Gen. 27. 7 | word of God, ſo though we askr as cunningly as Iacob, 
19.20.&c. and as earneſtly as the ſonnes of Zebede, yet it wee aske 
Mar. 10. 35. 37 not in faith according to knowledge, we cannot ob- 
lam. 1.7. tainc. But wee ſhould aske ſo that we may tec eiue, that 
we may not returne empty. Therfore the ground here - 
on Simeon ſetled himſelfe to wiſh for deat , was, that hee 
had receiued 8 promiſe of God, that he ſhould be de liue- 
red from this miſcrable liſe, when hee bad once ſeene 
the light of the Gentiles, the Chriſt : and now hee had 

ſeene 
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ſcene his Sauiour,and embraced che true Meſſias, which 


was promiſed by the Father, figured by the law, ſpoken | 
of by the Prophets. foretold by the Fathers, and poin- | 


4 
4 
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ted at by lohn Baptiſt. For thus he reaſoneth;Now that 
[ ſeethy ſaluation according to thy word, and there- 
fore the condition is now performed, let thy promiſe al- 


cyet, &c. | 
Mine eyes haue ſcene, &c. 

Then we ſee that Chriſt was no ſpirit ,neither was his 
body a fantafticoll body;tor if he wete a ſpirit, Smeen 
could not ſee him, and if his body were a ſantaſticall bo- 
dy,then could not he haue embraced him, Therfore wee 
ſee that the words of the Scripture are true, which faith, 
that Chriſt was perfeR man in all things, ſinne onely ex- 
cepted.Eor he ſometime wept, as at the death of LAZ 
tus, and likewiſe ouer leruſalem, Sometime he thirſted, as 
at the Well where the woman of Samaria diſputed with 
him: and alſo ſometime eatꝭ, as at Marthaes houſe, as alſo 
among Publicans and ſinners, and in euery thing ſhewed 
himſelfe to be _ man. | 

ſeene &c. 

O Lord, ſaich he, I deſue now to be diſſolued and free 
from the bondage of fin, which fo long hath inhabited 
in my mortall hody, for now he is come, by whom thou 


whom thou haſt promiſed to breake the Serpents head, 
and he is come that will beale our infirmities, and giue 
ſtrength againſt ſin and ſathan by faith & peace towards 


him. and thankfully do rece ue him. I beleeue, & am per- 
ſwaded that thi; is the ſame Meſſias, whom the Paher 
promiſed, and ibe Prophets fore- told, all Iſrael longed & 
expected for, who is the light of the Gentiles, the glot 
of Iſrael, and the God of the whole world. So they whic 
loue the truth ot God , and waite with deſue to bee 


ſo be fulfilled: Now let thy ſerwant depart, &c. For mine 


haſt promiſed tofree aud ſet ys at liberty, he is come by | 


God through loue. And now, faith hee, I haue embraced 
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filled with the knowledge thereof, fuch hall not dic vn- 
till they haue thelt harts deſite with contemplation ther. 
of. For as Peter was ſent to Cornelius, and Philip to the 
Eunuch: ſo the Lord will ſtitre vp fuch of his ſetuants, 
as may bee fit inſtruments to miniſter the ſame vnro vs. 
ludas indeed died beſote the time, and lived not to ſee 
Chriſt cructfied, but the Diſciples which loued Ieſus, 

did ſee him die like an vnde filed innocent Lambe, and 
that to their exceeding ioy and comfort, hen they vn · 
derſtood how that he ſuftered death for loue of chem 
and for their redemption. Now if Chriſt cannot hide 
him from ſuch as hunger after him through love, then 
what ſhall we ſay ofour Fathers which liued in the time 
of ignorance, that longed to ſee his light, although they 
had a miſt caft before their eyes ? Surely, ſuch died not 
till chey ſaw Chrift, and ced him in their hearts. 
And this is our iudgement concerning them that died 
in the time of — And likewiſe as concerning the 
reſt, which thought to be ſaued by Purgatory and Maſ- 
ſes after that they are dead, we ſay that they which ſleep 
without oyle intheirlampes they die ere they are aware 
of, and ercchey wiſh for it, like the Philiſtines which ſent 
for Sampſon to laugh and mocke at him, and to ſport 
themſelues, ypon whom the houſe felt and deſtroyed 
them alk or like the Egyptians, which thought that the 
waters had made — for them aſwell as for the Iſra- 
elites, both which died iu and for their ſecuricy becauſe 
_ | they were not watchfull, nor prepared againſt the Lord 
called them. 

Haus ſcene thy ſaluation. 

Seeing now hee is come for whom Simeon longed, 
what are the troubles chat are paſt, and the ſorrowes 
that are come to an end ? fo when wee haue our defires 
accompliſhed, feeling the found comfort of the Goſ- 

, what ſhould we? how may we thinke, either on the 
ength oftime wherein we waited for them, or the tedi- 
ouſnes 


—_— 


— 


| 
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oulnes, or allo grievouſnes of the troubles whereby wee 
haue obtained them · 
Haus ſeeve thy ſaluation. | 

As Moſes died en the mount where hee ſaw the land 
of Canaan: ſo the godly — ns of God Ihe — 
the contemplation of his like en, who at t 
very inſtant of his — — and Chriſt 
leſus ſitting atthe right hand of big Father, and like Si. 
men here, which deſirethto bee looſed, and no doubt 
ſhortly died, viewing ioy fully and ſo thankfully behol · 
ding the Lord of life. 

Beloued, you are not ignorant that the great day of 
the Lord is neer at hand, and therfore they that haue not 
yet ſeene Chriſt, they that haue not yet embraced him, 
but ſtill ſleepe without oyle in their lampes, ſhal ſodainly 


be caſt into etetuall torment for cuer. 
Have ſeene,cyc. 
There be many ſights of Chriſt, all goe noe vp to the 
mount, as Peter, Ilames and Iohn,all ſee not his face wich 


| Moſcs,all (lecpe not in his lappe with Iohn, all ere not 


taken vp into heauen like Paul, all embrace him not in 
their armes with Simca. But as pleaſeth God, ſo he ſhe w- 
eth himſelfe vnto vs, and all that loue him, both ſee him 


aud embrace him. 


To ſome he ſhewes himſelſe as in a glaſſe, to ſome ge- 


nerally, to ſome particularly, ſome he calleth — 2 and 
ſome beecalleth late, and there is no houre in y, 


{ whercin he calleth not ſome to get labour in his Vine- 
yard. To ſome be ſheweth himſelſe by Angels, & to 


otherſome by viſjons. Abraham ſaw — Lot 
ſaw but two, Manoabs wife ſaw but one, and yet one 
was enough. lt is ſaide that Abraham ſaw Chriſt his 
daies;but we ſec him cleerer then Abraham, and cleerer 
then lohn, if we helecue in him as we ſhould. Some: ſee 


Chriſt, and not bis ſaluation, and ſome ſee bis ſaluatiam, 


be ouertaken without the wedding garment, and ſhall | 


and | 


* * - 


Matth. 17. 
Exod. 33. 
lobn 13. 

1. Cor. 12. 2. 


Mat. 20. 


The firſt Sermon 


and doe not embrace it. We ſee Chrift when wee heare | 
nis word, and we embrace his ſaluation when we beleeue 
it: they ſee him that heare him, they embrace him that 
follow him, Heere if they bad heard me, I would haue 
ſearched leruſalem with lampes , to ſce who ſitteth in 
darkencs. But how can they beleeue the word of God 
which heare it not how can they embrace Chriſt which |. 
know him aot? and all through ignorance, hauing not 
the meanes to ſee him, becauſe their leaders are either 
blind guides, ſleepy watchmen,or hireling ſheepbeards. 
And ſurelie it is a wofull caſe, when ſhepheards goe to 
taske, and let their one ſheepe alone ſummer & winter. 
They ſheate them, but nelcher ſummet nor winter doe 
they feede them. How ſhould thoſe people vnder their 
charge ſee Chriſt and his ſaluation, hen they are ſo de- 
barred of the wholeſome food, and euen ſtarued to death 
many thouſands oftheir ſoules, becauſe they haue not 
the foode that noutiſheth the ſoule vnto ſaluation? and |: 
how many bee there that are as old as Simeon, and yet 
haue nat embraced Chriſt Ieſus ? yea they know him not 
though they ſee him, neither do they wait for his com- 
ming. becauſe they haue no deſire to embrace him, and 
thcrefore they defer that & put it off from their youth to 
their middle age, from their middle age to their old age, 
from their old age to death, and fo they can haue no lea | 
ute in all their lifeto embrace him. But to ſuch as doe 
ſeelc him, & wait for him with vnfained diligence, we ſay 
lohn 20. as the Angel ſaid vnto the woman at the ſepulchre, feare 
not, you ſecke the Lord leſus. How is this world ſet to 
deceiue vs? We can find leaſure to doe euill at any time, 
but we can find no leaſure in all our life long to doe good, 
that we may at length enioy the true ſaluat ion. 

haue ſomwhat to ſay to you of this pariſh : A dainty 
was prepared for you, and you let the ſtrangers take it 
from you: you were required to a ſaſt, and you did feaſt 
your ſelueszyou were required to come & pray vnto the 
Lord, 


„ — * 
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| 


— 


of the Song of Simcon. 


Land, and to humble you: ſelues in his ſight, that ne may 
tutne away his wrath from ycu, and you let the Temple 


and open, and empty, for your parts, and y our ſhoppe- 


we e as opeu & you were about your merchandize, for- 
taking God, and ſrełiag to wiane the vniuſt Mammon, 
and the vanities of the world. 
| Thy ſalnanoes, 
He came not by Angels, or by men, or by any other 


meanes, bur onely from che alone and cternall God, He 


calleth him chy ſaluatian, for tis name was not giuen 
him by loſeph, not by Marie, but by the Angell of God, 
fignityiag that he was come from heauen. The Father 
ſaw him when he was borne,the ſpitit came vppon him 


when he was baptized, the Angels miniſtred vnto him 


ia the wildernes, his enemies ſubſcribed vnto him vpon 
the Croſſe, the Virgin trauailed, the ſtarre walked, the 
Wiſemen came out of fte Countries to worſhip him. 
Then is not this Iehouah the mighty God, whole birth 
is glorious, whole life is famous, which death is merico 

rious? None can take ypon him the authoritie of God, 
but he, on whoſe ſhoulders the Lord layeth it, beeing 
ſent of God,and from God. Then we lee that our Saui- 
our is the true Sauiour ſent from God, for all creatures 


beate witneſſe ynto him, yea the = diuels, with all the 


euils ſpirirs doe obey his yoyce at whoſe name all knees 


ſhall bow, He came notto bring health, wealth ,- plea- 


{ures or profits, for the which f he had, then mutticudes 
of worldlings would haue followed him; but hee came 
to bring ſaluation, righteouſnes, peace, truth, and life, 
therefore few care for him. Hee came to ſaue finners, 
not all ſinners, not euery one that ſayetb Lord, Lord. 
but he came to ſaue penitent finners, which turne vnto 
God by their repentance, Therefore he praieth in Lohn 
for thoſe onely that were giuen ynto him. So ſoone as 
the ſeede is ſone, the (tones refuſe it, or the Sunde par- 
cheth it, or the thotnes cheake it, and what comfort 

hath 


— 


Matth. 1. 


Luke t. 
Luke 3. 
Luke 14. 
Mar. 27. 
Math. . 
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hah the Lilie among thornes? Therfore wiſedom caketh | 


ynto her wings, and vhiſpereth ſaying, you ſhall ſeek 
— before I ons ſhall fecke me, bur ſhall not find 


me, becauſe ye haue reſuſed me wheal offred my ſelfe 


o you. 

Chriſt is their ſaluation that belecuce in him, and make 
much of him, and thankſully receiue him. The godly he 
deliuereth from ſinne, but the wicked he leaucth bound 


in the chaines of their iniquity , to be tormented of him | 


| which had tempted them theteunto, whoſe will they al- 
waies endeuoured to fulfil, and not the Lords; and hee 
| ſheweththema hand vpon the wall writing their con- 
demnation,and another catching them by the hairy ſcalp 
| which makech all cheir ioyntsto tremble, and their harts 
to de ſpait, and he ſaith vnto them;Whae doſt thou heere 
without thy wedding garment ? How dareſt thou come 
to ſteale the childrens bread ? The Spirit of Saul wor- 
keth in him, in his bed, and euety where, and he calleth 
for the Harpe of Dauid to comfort his heart which can- 
not be comforted, And this ſpirit ſaith to Iudas; Thou 
haſt betraiedthe Lord, and crucified him, therefore goc 
and hang thy ſelfe:for euen at the preaching of ſaluation, 
the horrour of damnation, themarke of Caine ſticketh 
withinthee whoſoeuer belecucſt not in Gods ſaluation. 
But the godly heart goeth home, hauing embraced this 
ſaluation, chewing the cud, and reioycing like the Apo- 
ſtles, which reioyced in that they were counted worthy 
to ſuffer for his names ſake: and they ſay, O what a good 
banquet we haue had this day | what delicious dainties 
hath God feaſted ys with / and ſo the Bee goerh loaden 
to the hiue, and goeth longer in the ſtrength thereoſ then 
Elias did. 
Auen. 


/ 
The onely Sil heere called ſaluation it ſelſe: 


ſor if he were called a bare Saviour only, then you might 


likely yaderſtand by ſome ocher Sauiour; but heere is 


| 


hee 
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he is called ſaluationit ſelfe, to ſhe w that there is no o- 


| cher. For there be more Sauiouts, but no more ſaluations, 


as there be many waies to death, and yet but one death. 
The braſen Serpent was a figure of - Chriſt , that they 
which are ſtung by fin, by fire,and by the Serpent which 
beguiled Euih, may make ſpeed, becauſe thereisno te- 
medy but to come to Chriſt. 

The Papiſts haue found out many ſaluations, they 


gels, a ſaluation by maſſes, a ſaluation by merits, à ſaluati- 


; hane found out a ſaluation by Saints, a ſaluation by An- 


nby Idols, as though Chriſt had leaſt to doe in his own 
office, for they haue other ſaluations to flee vnto: They 
will haue it, but they will buy it, and what will they giue 
for it Wny, they will faſt ſo many daies, goe ſo far on pil. 
grimages, hire Prieſts to ſiy fo mauy Maſſes, build fo 
many Abbies, and giue ſo many ſummes of Money to 
the Monks and Friers. Therefore the Scripture goeth a- 
gainſt chem, and diſt.onours their ſhaweicſoeſſe , who 
(like Nimrod, that —— ſtone vpon ſtone, would haue 
built vp to heaven )heape ſinne — — ſinne, and cueric 
houre, ſome one heteſie or ſuperſtition groweth vp from 
this filthy toote · 
For what Papiſt dare ſay, that Simeon thought on any 
of theſe, ot par confidence in any other Sauiour, bur on- 
ly in him whom he embracedin his armes? For ſaluati- 
on is by the promiſe of God, and all promiſes are in 
Chriſt, And though Iacob wanted brezd, Ioſeph wan- 
ted not mony, thetefore he gaue them backe again their 
money, and likewiſe he gaue them that corne that they 
would haue bought wich it. I would wiſh them there. 
fore to ſay as Ioſephs brethten did, that they haue their 
cotne for nothing, and their mony too: letthem I ſay be 


nothing, and their works too. For God cannot be wonne 


by mens works, becauſe they profit not him, but them- 


ſelues. 


8 


content and teioyce, to ſay, that they haue mercy for | 


Gen. 11. 


Gal 3.1.18. 
2. Cor. 4. 
Gen- A2. 


- 


c 


Thbere 


Eſay 63. 


knowledge, of all ſaluation, and bricfly ofall * 
u 


| tweet ſaying of one at his death: VVhen mine ini 


'+defpaire, 
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There is no water can waſh N.aman but lordan , no | 
water can waſh the leproſie of ſinne, but the blood of 
the-Lambe. By this the Iſraelites were ſaued when the 
deſtroyet paſſed by. By this the Lord knoweth vs to bee 
his people: and by this the diuell knowcth vs to be none 
of his. As it is proper ynto God to be called goodneſſe, 
ſo is it proper vnto leſus Chriſt to be called ſaſuation. He 
is alſo called the way, the truth, and the life : for that life 
which wee haue, is but a ſparke and ſhadow of life , b 
he is the true andeternall ute, 1 
Then ſering Chrift is both our rightcouſneſſe, ſaluati· 
on; andalſo the way, the trueth, and the life, to leade vn 
the teunto: iris as poſſible ſor vs without Chriſt to be iu- 
flified or glorified, as it is to be wiſe without wiſedome, 
righteous without righteouſnes, or ſaue d without ſaluati 
on. Therefore let vs not be aſhamed to take our Wa- 
ter from the ſountaine, ſeeing Chriſt is the ſountaine of 
all wiſedome of all ighteouſneſſe, of all truth, of all 


forthere is no other Arke to ſaue ys fromthe floud , no 

other ladder to aſcend with into heauen, no other lo- 

ſeph to feede vs in the famine,noother Moles to lead ys 
through the wildernes, 

But as the river Siloa runneth through all the land of 
ludes, and waterech the whole Citie of God: ſo Chrift 
doth ſhew himſelfe all in all,&all. ſufficient in mercy to 
ſaue and bleſſe all his Church with ſpirnuall gifts. If 
Chriſt be ſaluat ion, what ſhall make vs deſpaite? Shall 
Sathan? No, ſot he hath ouercome Sathan. Shall. death? 
No. lor he hath quercome death, Shall heli ? No, for he 
hach oucrcome hell. Shall the Law No, for he hath ful- 
filled the Law. Shall wrathtNo,for he hath troden the 
wine · prelſe of his Fathers wrath. Therefore it was a 


is greater then thy merey, O God, then will I feare and 


Salustion 


— . 
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_— *» .. 
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of condemnation before: light is come, thereſote we late 
all in darleues before: glory is come, therefore we were 
all loaden with ſhane before: liſe is come, to ſhew that 
we were all dead in finne before. Life is come, and light 
and ſaluation: life to the dead, light to the blind, and ſal · 
uxtion to the damned, For Chritt is called faluation,co 
ſbew that without him, we are all damned ſire - brands of 
hel, heires of condemation, and forſaken of God. To 
im that is ficke; it ãs eaſie to bee thankfull when hee is 
whole, but when he is whole fit is harder to be thankfull 
chen to be ſicce. I would faine be diſproued, that Nini- 
- | uch might be ſaued, though Ionah would not. 
Ty ſaluation: 
This word ſaluation is a ſweer word, yea the ſweeteſt 
word in all the ſctipture and yet many deſpiſe this wor- 


the dawes,which would rather haue abatrly corne, then 
a ere or a iewell, becauſe they know not the value 
thereof. 


O man, what is God that thau art ſo vamindſull of him! 
If a friend had giuen vt any thing, we would: haue chan- 
ked him heartily for it, but to him that hath giuen vs all 
things, we will not giue ſo much as thanks. Now there · 
fore let the rocke guſh out water againe, and let our ſto · 
ny hearts po wre forth ſtreames of teares ia vnſained re · 
pentance. We haue all called vpon you, but none regar- 
derh vs, as though God were as Baal, and as though 
Diues felt no paine, not Lazarus joy, but all were forgot- 
ten. Many times Chriſt commeth into the Temple, and 
there is ſcarce a Simees to embrace hum, the babe is here, 
but where is Simeon? 

If God had not loued vs better then we loued our 
ſelues , we ſhould haue 
we embracc not Chriſt as Simon, who hath m_ vs 
rom 


Siluation is borne, thetefote we were all in the Rate | 


thy ie well, becauſe they know not what it 1s worth, like 


O Lord what is man that thou art ſo mindfull of him! 


periſhed long ere this, and yet 
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from temporall and ſpiritual] puniſhment, Wee ate 1n- 
vitedtoa banquet, he who calleth vs to it, is God, What 
is the banquet ? Saluation. VVho axe the gueſts ? The 
Angels and the Saints, What is the fare ? loy, peace, 
righteouſneſſeʒthis is the fare, and we inuite you cuerie 
one: yet who will come at our bidding ? ſome for want 
of faith, ſome tor want of loue, ſome for want of 
knowledge, haue deſpiſed this holy ban- 
queizyet ynto this art thou called 
ſtill, O ſoule vnwortby to 
be beloued. 
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THE SECOND SERMON 
OF THE SONG OF 
old father Simeon. 


| Thy ſaluation , which thow haſt prepared before the face 
| N of alle be people, a light to bes remealed to the Gentiles and 


the glarie of thy people Iſrael, 


Hy /aluation, This word ſaluati- 
is a ſweete word, and holds. mee 
toitlike an — 2 — 
I chought to proceed, this wor 

| — me, ſtay here, teach ihis, 
and teach all, learne ibis, and learn 
all:for it is the pith of all the mers 
2 cies of God towards his children, 
Chrift is called ſaluation, becauſe no man ſhould de- 
. | ſpaire, and becauſe it is impoſſible to bee ſaued without 
him, ſor ſaluation is onely in him. Chriſt can doe any 
thing bu: this, hee cannot ſaue him that will not repent. 
He is called the ſaluation of God, becauſe hee came not 
from men, nor from Angels, nor by chance, but from 
God himſelſe, and there fote his Name was not giuen 
| him after the manner of men, which was, that cuery Fa. 
ther ſhould name his owne child, but ſo did not Ioſeph, 
for the Angell had giuen him direction for his Name. 
The Virgin, che Oracles, the Babes,the:Sheepheards, 
the Statte the Wiſe<men,thevoice of the Crier, the · di- 
uels; the les pers, the ficke, the dead,the earth-quake, the 
Sunne, the Moone, and all the creatures doe beare wit- 
neſſe vnto the Sonne of God, whuch +is out falustion. 
He is called the ſaluation * ſaluation 


accor- 
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Gen. 7. 


| Gen. 42. 
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| eaſe and liberty, but he came to bring the ſpiritual ſword, | 
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according to Gods ow e minde. He came not to bring | 


and condemnation to all obſtinate ſinners, yet ſaluation 
to the penitent. a | 
I ſhewedyou how many deſpiſed this jewell, becauſe 
they know not whatitis worth, how few Simeon there 
— in — 3 few Nathaniels,how few men that 
eare . e plants grow not on euery * 
Who would be — — if hee knew = the Lord 
giues and what he forgiues ? Hee giues the ſonne for the | | 
baſtard , the Lord for the ſetuant, the ri for fin 
ners, the innocent for the wicked, and the Almightie | 
Lord, for the ſinfull ſonnes of men. Doe you not mar-| 
uel how you can offend this Lord willingly, which bach | 
done ſo much for you ? Heere I reprooue yachankful- |. 
nes,ſecuritie and negligence, ſtriuing as it were to cru · 
cifie Chrift againe,as the wicked Jewes did, who never |. 
proſpered fince the time that they ſaid ; His blood bee | | 
ypon vs, and vppon our ſeede. They were not like S-. 
eon, who as ſoone as he ſaw him, embraced him, and re- 
_— oucr him. There is no ſhew of grace in chem- | 
which ſhewnoliking of godlines, neither in themſelues 
nor in others: for this is the ficſt part of our converſion, 
to loue them that loue God , and ſo they are drawne 
to the Sonne. No man will builde an Arke vntill the 
flood come, no man will ſecke for corne vntil the famine 
come, and ſcarce Lot will bee gone out of Sedome be- 
fore the time of execution of Gods wrath doe come vp- 
on them. _— af 
Wee preach vnto you, and n you, wee haue e- 
uen wearied our ſelues among — reprooued 
you for ſinne, and wee muſt ſtill reprooue you vntill you 
amend : gow therefore, if there bee any grace in you, i 
haue any knowledge, any feare of · God in you pu 
— it you haue any leaſure to 1 
backe now from doeing euill, come out — | | 


— 
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cannot ſee him, he walkes inuifible and cannot be found. 
Te beauens trembled at the death of Chriſt, the Sunne 
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world ſuffered violence, and chat the Lord of life ſuffered 


. | ignominious, but God was with him, & in him, by whoſe 


hell, and plucke your limbes out of the clouches of the 
Serpent, for verilie we haue not done ſo well in this city 
as the Niniuites did, forall the preaching and teaching 
we haue had, For, who hath determined in his heart to 
amend his life ? Who hath left his pride ? Whohath re- 
ſtoted that which he hath caken by extortion, vſury, and 
wrong? Surely they that haue done thus are monſters, I 


did hide his face, the earth quaked,rhe vaile ofche Tem- 
ple rent in ſunder, the dead bodies roſe out of their 
graues, and all this was to ſhew that the Prince of the 


death for the ranſome of vs, & of all whoſocuer throu 
out the world doe beleeue the goſpell, and liue in obe - 
dience thereof, and withall , that hee for finfull | 
and wretched man, was a conqueror ouer hell and all e- 
uill, and hath ouercome death. The Scribes —_— | 
him, che Phariſes were againſt him, the Rulers band the - 
ſelues againſt him, the Atheiſts a him, and all the 
ſpitefull and cnuious Iewes againſt him, whoſe birth was 
baſe, whoſe life was contemptible, and whoſe death was 
power he ouercame them all, and ſo became the ſaluati- 
on of God. | 

Dauid being to encounter with Goliah, Saul tooke 
and put on him his owne harnefſe, but hee could not 
wente it it was too * * his little bodie, therefore he 
tooke nothing but a Raffe, and a few ſtones in a ſcrippe, 
and ſo Dauid ſlew the pride of the Philiſtines, and the 
feare of Iſtael. And euen thus the Lord ſet his ſonne to 
fight wich che Prince of this world, not wich ſwardsand 
targets, bowes and bills, but with the word and ſpirit of 
God, with the which he hath ouercome, and through him 
we alſo haue the victory. a 
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may be fixed 


deceiu:d our forefathers, they 
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edbefore the face of oll people, &c. 
es this to the end that the eies of all mankind 

him, as the eies of all Iſrael were fix - 
ed vpon the braſen Serpent in che wilderneſſe, that when 
they be ſtinge d wich the Ring of that ficrie ſerpent which 
may flie vnto him for help, 
left they periſh in their ſinne, & the it blood bee on their 
owne heads. a | 

G hieb thew ha#t prepared, 

He was prepared long agoe, as ir doth moſtphainely 
appeare, tor the virgin which bare him, the place of his 
birth, the poore eſtate wherein he was, his miracles his 
Apoſtles, his corments, hiycrofle , his death, his teſurre- 
ion and aſcenſion into heauen; all theſe were foreſhe- 
wed and fore- told long beforethey came to paſſe, Ther- 
fore ſome ſaid; Who is this that is ſo often ſpoken of by 
the Prophets ?; Whois this that can doe many miracles 
that the Scribes and Phariſes cannot doe? that can taiſe 
the dead, that can ceaſe the windes, that can calme the 
waters: at whoſe ſuffering che earth quaked, the Sunne 
hid his face, darlenes came ouer all: and becing dead, toſe 
againe by his one power, and aſcended into heauen in 


He ſpeak 


che ſight of a great multitude? How can it be then but 
it muſt be knowne before the face of allpeople, which was 


ſo manifeſt by dreames, by viſions,by oracles,by power; 
by authority, and euery thing? For there was nothing 
which had nota tongue to ſpeake forGod, Euery thing 
was prepared for him before hee came to bee reuealed: 
hee came not in the beginning, nor in the ending: hee 
came not in the ending, that wee which come after him 


might long for his ſecond comming. He came not in tbe 


beginning, becauſe that ſuch a Prince as hee ſhould haue 
many barmers and triumphs before him. Hee came 
not in the beginning; becauſe the eies of faith ſhould 


not bee dazeled in hin, and leſſ they which ſhould liur | 


in che latter times, ſhould forget him and his comming 


which | | 


1 


9 


of the Song of Simeon, 


which was fo long be tote, cuen a3 you torger that which 
baue ſaid as ſoone as you are gone hence, Hee came 
not in the beginnmg ,becauſe if he had come before man 
had ſinned, man would haue acknowledged no net de of 
a Phyſnian ; but when man had ſinued and had felt 
the ſmartoffinne : for when they were caſt out of Para- 


| diſe they ranne vnto Chrift, as the Iiraclices did to the 


Serpent. He came not in the begi „ but in the per- 


te age of the world, to ſhew that _ he with him 
perfeQtion, petfect loy, perfect peace, wiſedome, 
Fg j rut. — 150 ice, terſe truth, ſiguĩ- 
ing chereby, chat notwithſtanding he came in the per- 
ect age thereof, yet he found all things vnperfeR. The 
le wes thought that he ſhould come like ſome great 
Prince, with pompe and glory, which was a carnall con. 
ceite, ' for heerein they were metuailouſſy deceiued, his 
father was but a poore Carpenter , and his mother bur a 
fumplewoman, and be a filly babe wrapt in clouts. Then 
ought not we torenerence our Lord, and to praiſe his 
Name, for that he became ſo humble for vs moſt vile 
wretches that are worthy of nothing? yet we ſee how 
cruelly they dealt with this bleſſed One, which came to 
ſaue chem, Ignorance ſate in the chaire, deceit gaue the 
ſentence, and cruelty executed him wich the moſt pain- 
full and ſham<cfull death of the ctoſſe. O that your cies 
doe not dazell,and your eares tingle, and your heart; 
meruaile at this dealing of theirs to our louing Saviour, 
which came to ſaue them that would, and ſpecially in 
that now you ſee, that he abaſed himſelfe for our ſakes, 
euen tothe vttermoſt! O wondetſull thing to thinke of? 
Jt you would marke, J would make you in Tone with 
him before | have done with you, I fay vnto all choſe 
that come hither to be edified, take your fill of plesſure, 
enter into Patadiſe, lit vp your eyes, ſttetch forth your 
hands, and eate your fill of the tree of life, and the Lord 


will goe home with you, embrace him and łiſſe him 
nt 4 — 


— 


— 


* 


— 
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or to bee ſcene, to ſinde fault with ſome- what, ot to 
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entertaine him well, and he will dwell with you for euer. 
But you that come hither for faſhion ſike, either to ſec 


make an hy poctiticall ſne of godlineſſe where there is 
none: l tell you, that cumſort ſhall ſh1ke hands wich you 
at the dore; marke it, and you ſhall ſce that my words 
ate true. Shew me what it is that is better then ſaluation. 
would haue none of you to bee damned if I might pre- 
uent it, not ſo much as 9 peece of you to he giuen vnto 


kill Goliah , for I would ſtrike it with my might imo his 
cemples. If you will, you may be ſaued, and the Lord 
will one day put thoſe words into my mouth that will 
couch your hearts. Therefore now ariſe, kiſſe and em- 
brace the ſweet babe leſus , and chen aftet ward frame 
your ſelues to obey him, forchy;a the Lord wil kitocke ar 
your hearts, and if you wil let him in, he will teach you 
all things. The Lord came not in the beginaing, nor in 
the ending, bu: he came in the middle age of the world, 
to ſhe u, that ifit will not leatne now, it will ueuer learne 
to come vnto God by repencance and amendment, that 
they may learne to lciſſe the ſonne left hee be angry, and 
ſo they periſh in his wrath like Sodome, Hee came in 
the middle age ofthe world toſhew that he was indifte- 
rent for the world to giue light and life vnto all that re- 
turne vnto him. For God reſpecteth no perſons, but e 
uery man of what nation or Countrey ſoeuer he be ihat 
feareth God and worketh righteouſaeſſe, is accepted of 
him, and he will fufill their ioyes through Chriſt, yer not 
hen wee will, but according to hit o vne good pleaſure 
and when he thinketh good. Therefore lay Helias, a- 
non the Rauens wil bring thee meat, and thou ſhalt haue 


ſachan, therefore l would] knew that ſtone thar'would þ 


enough. Anon Moſes will deliuer Iſrael, So ſalu ition 
is alteady prepated of God, and hath beene long ſince 
with ſulneſſe of knowledge, and al excellent gifts, ani he 
will giue them to vs when hee ſeeth good. But wee are 


like 
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of the Song of Simeon, 


like whining children,that will not ſtay vntill their mille 
bee cold, but would haue it though they be ſcalded with 
itz ſo wee would haue the knowledge of God and liberty 
before wee know ho to vſe it. Wee would know the 
high myſteriet and deepe counſels of God, before wee 
know our ſclues;we would haue the liberty of the Goſ- 
pel, when we know no way how to vſe it but in ſecurity. 
But che Lord, hee will wiſely giue vnto vs as it were. our 
bellies full when he ſecth it good, and when hee ſeeth vs 
ready forir,who knoweth our hearts better then we our 
ſelues. 

A light toberenealed to the Gentilet: and the glory of thy 

people Ira. 

You haue heard Simeon ſhewing the cauſe why the 
ſonne was ſent from the Father, hy hee became man, 
which raigned before in Paradiſe, VVhat mooued God 
co leaue his ioy and his bliſſe, and ſuffer more then all the 
world could ſofter together? A greatcauſeir is that 
would make a king leaue his kingdomeand fal to begge- 
tie. A great and wonderfull cauſe it was, that made le» 
houah to come downefrom heauen to ſuffer miſery vpon 
the earth, Two other cauſes Simeon ſheweth why 
this Meſſias came from heauen. The firſt, that he might 
enlighten the Gentiles, which ſate in dat ene ſſe: and the 
ſecond, that he might be the gloty of /ſrae/,which gloried 
in their ſacrifices, and in their ceremonies, and ſo had uo 


glotie be ſore he came, but were like the Moone When 


the Sunne doth ſhine vpon it, or like Rachel which de- 
ſpiſed Leah, and became barren. And they deſpiſed the 
entiles light; like that ſonne which was angry becauſe 
his loſt brother came home againe; or like thoſe labou+ 
rers which checked the Lotd of the vineyard, becauſe. 
he gave vnto the other labourers as work 3$ hee gaue 
vnto the m. But the Gentiles are like Leah, who be- 
ing deſpiſed became ſruitſull. Sm did teioyce in 


Gen. 29. 
Luk. 75. 
Matth. 20. 


Gene. 259. 


Chriſt, not onely for that hee was the glory of {/rae!, 


F 4 but 
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but allo tor that he was the light of the Gen:11es. Shall 
the head be forrowfull becauſe the hand is well? Nay ra- 


and the head becauſe the hand is well. The father ſhould 
be glad becauſe his ſonne is Rronger then himſelſe, the 
mother ſhould be gladde becauſe her daughter is wiſer 
then her ſelfe, the btother ſhould bee glad, becauſe his 
brother is richer then himſelfe i the miſtreſſe ſhould te- 
ioyce, becauſe her maid is a better huſwite then her ſelſe. 
Bur we enuie our brethren and our neighbours, becauſe 
they are better then we, and becauſe God hath bleſſed 
chem with tempor all or ſpirituall thing: aboue vs: if 
we ſee that they haue learning. then we eauie them for 


his giſts, if he haue more knowledge, wee enuy him for 
his knowledge, if he haue more zeale. we enuy them for 
his zeale, if he haue mor? riches, we enuy him for his ri 

ches, and how can we reioice when euery hodyes good 
is aut euill and euety bodies ioy is our ſorrow ? But fixe 
your eies ypon Chriſt alone, and he will fulfill your ioy, 
if you loolce not bacłce to Sodoame like Lots wife: if you 
loue ioy and gladues; Chriſt is ioy and gladneſſe: if you 
loue comſott, why, Chtiſſi is the comforter of all tha: 
beate his croſſe: if you loue life, Chtiſt is eternall life: if 
you loue peace, Chriſt is peace : if you loue riches, 
Ciriltis fall ofheauenly tiches, and full of liber ality, to 
beſtow them ypon all ſuch as loue God 2 ſoChriſt is all 
in all vnto the godly, and they haue more toy in Chriſt 
alwaycs and in all chings then the richeſt, and moſt glo- 
rious and ſumptuous priace in the wor d; then Salomon 
him elfe had ia worldly riches, honouts, pleaſutes , joy, 
eaſe or ſelicity. For the wicked which put their truſt in 
| riches, and make them gods of gold and money, of eaſe 
| and pleaſures, though they do all that they can to fulfill 
the ir luſts, andtake neuer io much pleaſure, and be neuer 


ſamerry, yet they can haue no true ioy , nor peace of 
conſcience, 


cher the hand ſhould bee glad, becauſe the head is well, | 


their learning; if be haue more gifts, wee enuy him for | 


ai 


: wherein it ſhould teioyce, it is deſtitute of all comfort, 


the reſtleſſe Doue, which fluttered about, and found no 


of the ſong of — 


conſcience; for all the peace, the mirih, and ſport they 
haue is but deceit, all fal ſe and indureable like thegroſſe, 
greene in the morning, and withered ere night. But when 
the Lord doth knocke at their hearts & ſtrite them with 
a feeling oftheir horrible tranſgreſſions, as no doubt hee 


will, chen they are all in a me, and they can haue no 


loy, nopeace, no teſt; but they may ſay, in laughter my 
ſoule is ſorrowfull,in eaſe my ſoule hath trouble, in mirth 
mone,in riches pouerty, in glory ſhawe, in life my ſoule 
is euen dead, in plenty my ſoule wamerh all things 


and poſſeſſed with all ſlauiſh feares like Caine, who be- 
ing Lord of all the earth. yet had no ioy in it when God 
had once forſaken him. Likewiſe Saul when God had 
forſaken him, he had no ioy of his kingdome, nor of all 
his riches,and then who had more joy , Saul the King, 
or Dauid the ſubie& ? So then we ſee that perſect ioy can 
be had in nothing but in God, and in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Wherefore as by the ſtre ame you may be led to the ſoun- 
taine, euen ſo let the ioy and peace of this life ſerue to 
leade vsto God, which is perfect. ioy and peace, and 
there reſt like the wife men which were guided by the 
ſtarre, to come to the tu: ſonne of grace , Ieſus Chriſt, 
when he was borne: and if we reſt not in him when wee 
haue found him, there is no reſt for ys, wee ſhall bee like 


reſt any way, till ſne teturned to the Arke : but wee ſeeme 


as though we ſought him and found him, when as we doe | 


but play che hypocriees, S>lomon ſaith that che waics of | 


che whore are ptoſperity and welfarc,for ſhe euer putieth 
on a vizard;that ſhe might not be knowye to bee fo vile 
a5 ſhe is: ſo vnder the colour of goodues cuill is wies 
lucking, Pal | 

Thcreforc alſo is Chriſt called the light, hecauſe wee | 
ſhould leaue cur foohfhnefle, ſeeing hight is come, and 
that wee ſhould forfake all our lights which are but 


dukneſſe, 0 


Eta. 5. K. 57. | 


Gene 4. 


1. Sm. 16. 
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Luke 14. 23. 
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Luke 10. 
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darkneſſe, and cleaue yato his light, which is the true 
light indeede. | 
A light to berenealed tothe Gentle, Cc. 

He cameto lighten the Gentiles, and rang him 
with thankſulneſſe, of whom there was no hope of good- 
neſſe leſt. Who would ſuppoſe that the barren woman 
ſhould become fruicfull, or the prodigall ſonne returne 
home ag1ine? It is like as if one Ou le ſhould be conuer- 
tedto ſee light, or as if the ſtreame would returne into the 


ſountaine, or as if an old man ſhould become young a- 


aine. 
N A light to be remealed to the Gentiles, 

To be reuealed, not vet reucaled, the Iewes muſt firſt 
teiect him before the Gentiles teceiue him: and when 
the [ewes did oppreſſe him, condemne him, and crucific 
him, then were his armes ſpread vnto the whole world. 


When the gueſts would not come, then hee ſendeth into 


the high waies, to compell others that would not come 
willingly vnto it. Comfort is on foote, and that which 
will come,ſhall come, &c. The Queene of Saba came 
from the vttermoſt part of the earth to heare Salmon 
wiledome, and the wiſemen came from the Eaſt to ſee Je- 
ſus Chriſt:but we may ſay, the Lord was heere in the 
Temple, and I was in my ſhoppe, ſelling and buying, ly» 
ing, deceiuing, and ſwearing. Well, when bee comes 
backe againe, Iwill be better acquainted with him; and 
ſo we eftceme not of his preſence in any reuerent ſort. 
The Shunzmite ſaid: Let vs bui'd a chamber for the 
man of God: then we ſhould build an houſe, Zaccheus 
climbed vp intoa treeto ſee our Saujour, and the Lord 
lecing his diligence, called him; Laccheus, come downe, 
for I will dine at tky houſe this day, and that was a ioy- 
full day with Zaccheus, for then ſaluation c:me into his 
h. uſe,andyponall his family: he gaue the Lord a feaſt, 
and the Lord made him a farre better feaſt of peace, a 
(caſt of ioy, a fealt of heauenly things, and fo for his zeale 

and 
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andendeuour to ſec Chriſt bodily, he ſhewed himſelfe 


vnto him ſpiritually, euen to his hiearts deſire. 
To be reucaled. 

Haue an eye to the future tenſe, bat which is not, (hall 
be. As for example, Salomon was wiſe, but he is fooliſh; 
Sampſon was (trong, but hee is weake; Iudas was a 
Preacher, but he is a traitour; Paul was a perſecutor; but 
he is a Preacher; Peter was a denier of Chriſt , but now 


the wiſedome of che Egyprians, but now he is learned in 
the wiſcdomoof God, hy which the wiſedome of the E- 
gyptiaus is made but meere fooliſſmeſſe in the fight of 
God. Ochers, as heathen philoſophers, Plato, Atiſtotle, 
Cato, Crates, and ſuch like, wete counted very wile men 
ia the. ſi ght of che world, yea they wroze lo many 

ſull of wiſedameandallo adorned wich notable ſenten- 
ces and witty ſayiags, that one would thinke all wiſdom 
were buried with them, ſo famous were they, and ſo ſull 
of carthly vnderſtanding, teaching maners, counſels and 
policies : yet for my part I haue neither ſeene nor heard 
ofany ſuch, being wile in worldly things, and without 
the wiſc dome of God, but that they haue committed 
ſome notorious fooliſhneſſe in the fight of all men, like 
Achitopbel, of whom we read , that he Was ſo wiſe a 
counſellet, that his counſell was like as one had as- 
ked counſell at che Ocacle of God ;and. yet ſce the end 
of him, he hanged himſelfe, and all for the want of the 
knowledge of God. It had bin better therefore ſor him 
to haue had more wiſedome and leſle wit. Crates, Ari- 
ſtotle, Plato, aud others of the wiſe Philoſophers, haue 
either poiſoned, burne d, or drowned themſelues: and ſo 
wee ſce that tlie end of the wotldlie wiſedom is meere 
fooliſhneſle, and the fooliſh haue more peace then the 
wiſe : for their wiſedome without the feare of God. 
doth them no more good then the Arke did to the 
Philiſtines, which did nothing hut corment them, be- 


U 


a he is a bold profeſſqur of Chtiſt; Maiſes was learned in 
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. tion of the ſpiritʒfor all theſe without the feare of God, | 
| . me notwithſtanding fare in datknes. And Iam 
a 
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cauſe they 'knzw not how to vie it, and therefore vnte- 
uetently abuſedirt, For if your wiſedome conſiſt in elo- 
quence of words, iu ptofunditie of wit, to gaine craftil ie, 
and ipend warily, to inuent law ee, to expound riddles, 
and interpret d eames, to tell ſottunes, and prophecie 
of matters by learning: all your wiſedome is but vexa- 


doe vs no more good then their witte did theſe Philoſo- 


aid though Chriſt broght light vnto the Gentiles, yet 
it may be ſaid, chat the Gentiles ſit in dar lcneſſe ſtill, ſa- 
uing a few Leuices"ſcartered ypon the mcuntaines, for 
whoſe ſake Sodome is ſpared, And becauſe thoſe had 
not the knowledge of God, therefore they wotſſippe 
Mars and Cupic, Sunne and Moone; beaſts and ferpents: 
ſo the Philiſtines wotſhipped Dagon, the Epheſians wor- 
ſhipped Diana, the Aſſirians Neſroch, the I ſraelites wor- 
ſhipped a calfe, Ahaziah worſhpiped Belzebub, the 
Moabites worſhipped Chamos, the Samaritanes did 
worſhip vnto Baal: ſo the truth co ſuch ſeemeth falſhood, 
and error ſcemeth truth. As for example, that the word 
ſhould be made of nothing, that the Word became fleſh 
that God and man was ioyned together in one perſon, | 
that one man may be righteous in the righteouſueſle of a. 
nother;which is Chrift, and that the dead ſhall riſe a 
paine:theſe ſeemed fooliſhnes vnto the Gentiles, neither 
could they beleeue them. No more can fome Gentiles a- 
mongſt vs at this day,which ate but naturall men, thete- 
fore they do not᷑ beleeue them, for when they prufeſſed 
themſclues to be wiſe, they became fooles, faith the holy 
Ghoſt, So then we fee now what Chriſt hath done for vs, 
he hath bound that Serpent, which hath ſowne all the 
tates, ſo that the diuell is faine for want of better lodging 
to enter into ſwine, 
Heeretafore, vvhereas one followed God, 2 thouſand 
followed Baal; But now Kings and Princes lift vp their 
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heads, deſitiug Chriſt toraigac with chem and in them. 
Heeretofore we made our ſeſues like the wounded man, 
| we were ſpoiled, we were ſtript naked, and wee were ba- 
chedin our blood, being full of wounds; but now: Chriſt 
hath farniſhed vs, he hath waſhed vs, hee hath cloathed 


vs, and wee are now become true Iſraelites: vs, which- 


were the yile and wilde Oliues, hee hath graſted ypon 
che true Oliue, and planced vs in a fruitfull ſoile. And 


hat cauſe can weſhew ſor this, but onely mercie?ꝰ For 


Hieeretofore wee were called fooliſh,, but the Lord hath 
mide vs wiſe according to the wiſdome of God in theſe 

dayes by his Spirit: but if yee deſerue to bee called ihe 
fosliſh Nation sgaine, then yee are moſt vnhappy and 


moſt curſed. So now we haue heardithat the Lord doth | 


teueale ms counſell ynto his * and how tlie glo- 
tie of Iſrael is now reuealed to bee the light ofthe Gen- 


tiles. And you haue the cauſe why : becauſe the Iewes | * 


teĩected their owne faluation, You have heard that che 


cauſe was onely hismercy and his loue, becauſe mercy 


cannot containe it ſelſe within Ieraſalem. 


A light'te berenealed to the Gentiles , and the glory of 
- | thy people Iſrael. 

Vo haue heard w 
called the light of the Gentiles, why the Lord did change 
a curſe into bleſſing, and why the Gentiles did change 
darkenes fot light, ind a thouſand gods ſor one true Sod. 
Then the Gentũes receiued more grace then they deſi · 
red, for the Lord came vncalled vnto theit houſes, and 
made s feaſt vnto them in their one houſes, The light 


of the Gentiles is our light, your light and my ligt: 


Chriſt is our grace, your gtace, & · my grace: and Chriſt 
is our ſaluation, your ſaluation, and my ſaluation. Hee 
camo ymo the lewes, & forthe lewes, and yet his com- 
ming vntothe Gentiles, was better then to the lewes. 
Hee came into the world when the world did abound 


in 


Chriſt is called light, why hee is | 
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in all wickedaefle,and ſaued ys when wee moſt deſerued 
wrath. Wonder at this you that wonder at nothing, that | 
the Lord would come to bring ſaluation, to redeeme 
our loſt ſoules euenſ as it were) againſt our wils: ſo that 
now Wee would not bee as wee were for a thouland 
worlds. 

The blindnefſe of the Iewes was, and is wonderfull, 
who heard of their reiection, and of our converfion,and 
yet vnderſtood it not, neither ſought ro_preuem. Gods 
wrath in reiecting of them. Therefore the Rocke, whick 
ſhould haue ſaued them,ſhiucred them in peeces, where- 
in was ſhewed their wonderfull blockiſhnes, having it 
fo often fore-tolde by their Prophets, figured in their 
lawe, ſhadowed in their ſacrifices, and read in their 
Churches from ſabbath to ſabbath. Euery thing that c6- 
meth to paſſe in Churches, in Common-weales, in Ci- 
ties, in Countries, in Kingdomes, and in Prouinces; theſe | 


derſtand it, ſauing a few choſen ones whom God loueth : 
For, the comming of Aacichriſt,the oucrthrow of King. | 
domes,the darkneſſe of popery, the light of the Goſpell, 
the converſion of the Gentiles, and the reiecting of the 
lewes: all theſe are ſet downe in the Scriptures, and yet 
wee cannot vnderſtand it, though wee heare it day by 
| 2 wee doe not giue out mindes to vnderſtan- 


Such hearers ſhall ſtand in a maze before the righte- 
ous and terrible throne of God: the dead ſhall riſe, the 
trumpe ſhall blow, and all the world hall be in an vp- 
roare,and they ſhall Rand quaking , when their hearing 
without proficing ſhall bee laid totheircharge, and they 
ſhall fay: O wee haue knowne no ſuch thing: but ſurely 
if the Iewes ceuld come out of hell, they would admo- 
niſh vs. to take better heed how we heare : for we heare 
as though we did not heare at all,ourmindes are other- 


wiſe occupied. Now when wee ſee any thing cometo 
* paſſe 


ate all fore-tolde in the Scri and yet none do vn-| 
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I will put my 
ring on his finger, and his fare ſhall bee the daintieſt 


|| ſelues one from a 


of the Seng Sic. 
paſſe as it is ſore · told in the ſeri „ then we mult ſay: 
as Chriſt ſaid, This prophecie is fulfilled; for all things 
chat are written, are come to Scriptam oft , & faltum off, 
that is, as ſure as it is written, ſo ſurely doeth it come to 


paſſe, It prophecieth nothing but that which truely is 


fulfilled in due time, and the more oſten it ſpeakes of 
a thing, the more certaine, the more excellent, and the 
more to be beleeued it is. Like a Iewell that is beſet with 
pearle, ſo is our calling adorned with Scriptures, for ſo 
doeth God tender our calling, which is often in his 
mouth, and wee ſo oſten in his remembrance, that hee 
if of vs in euerie booke throughout the whole 
I like a kinde ſpouſe TY A 
countrey, and he delighteth himſelfe with thoughts and 
meditations of her: ſo hee did long vntill the Gentiles 
were come to him againe, like the prodigall child, whoſe 
Father did long vntill hee had embraced him. When 
ſha{l my prodigall ſonne come home againe, ſaith hee? 
beſt garment on his backe, and my golde 


morſell. And thus God longeth for our ſaluation, and 
hee knocketh at our door etz Is faith heere? is loue heere? 
is one called the fearc of Godin this place? 
And as loue maketh louers ſometime to ſpeake plaine- 
and familiarly one to another, fomerime by darke 
ches and riddles, ſometime by letters, ſometime by 
be ſhewes „ and ſometime to hide them- 
r: So our God f| h ſome- 
* wed to his Church, ſometime darkely and my- 
fically, ſometime hee turneth his face from his Church 
and deere ſpouſe, as though hee would not e vnto 
her for loue, 282 in the booke of the Canticles. 
Ofthe caſting off ofche Iewes , and calling in of the 


Gentiles; the firſt or — Caine and Abel: 
Caine wasthe eldeſt — Adam, and Abel the yon- 
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ſheepe fold, and one ſhepheard. 
| che ſonnes of Abraham : Iſmael was the eldeſt, Iſaac the 2 


| meſſe of pottage 
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God reieRed Caine for bis wickednes,and hee became a 
teprobate. Euen ſo doeth God, hee teiecteth the leu es 
which were the eldeſt ſonne, thè true Oliue, and the na- 
turali ſeede, and Gods deere children if they had comi. 
nued in obedience; and he taketh vs being but the yon- 
ſt ſonne, the wilde Oliue, he ſeede of the wicked, 2nd 
maketh vs children by adoption vnto bim, one ly of his 
mercy without any other cauſe. 97216 
The ſecond example was Sem and Iaphet, both which | - 
were Noahs ſonnes: Sem was the ſecond ſonne, and Ta» |'*. 
het the firſt, and of this Iaphet came the Gentiles : of 
Fm ſaid Noah;Godperſwade [aphet that be way del in the | 
terms of Sem: that is, that they may be vnited together, a 
wee ſee it is is come to paſſe. Other ſheepe I have(ſaith | 
Chriſt) which are not of this fold, them alſo will I bring, | 
and they ſhall heate my voyce, and there ſhall bee one 


The third type ot figure was Iſmael and Iſaac, both 


younger, yet Iſaac was chaſcn of God, and enioyed the- 
promiſe, and Jſmael his eldeſt brother a mocker of Iſaac 
was put away, the Lord was not with him. | 

The fourth type or figure was Iacob and Eſau, beth 
ſonnes to Iſaac: Eſau was the eldeſt brother, & lacob che | 
younger, yet God loued Jacob and hated Blau, becauſe | 
Eſau conternned his birth · right and ſold it᷑ to Iacob for 
aud therefore Iacob Role the blel- | 
ſing from him: ſo God bleſſed Iacob,but curſed Eſaur 
wereby is ſhewed, that the Lord did for the contempt | 
ofthe lewes, take away their birth - right and their bleſ- | 
ling, and hath giuen it vnto vs. | 


Gecn.29.16, 


The fit type orfigure: was Le 


and Rachel iche twWo 


daughters ol Laban: Leah wos the elder, 


Theretote Rachel was beloved bf Iacob, and Leab de · 
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ſquiat-eyed;Rachel the yorger beautifull 


alſo made 


ſpiſed. 18. Vet Leah was firſt matried a3 · Aud 
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| of the Song of Simeon. 


more beloued, 30 and hauiog enuied her ſiſters fruit. 
tulnes, 30. 1. and repented, God remembred her, and 
made her fruirfull. So Chrift fuſt married the Ie wes, and 
made them glorious;but when they deſpiſed their glory, 
he matried with the Gentiles, and they enuying their hap» 


| — of barren in all goodnes, became fruii full in ue 


ine ſſe. 

The fixt figure was Manatſes and Ephraim, the two 
ſonmes of loſeph: Manafles was the eldeſt, and Ephraim 
was the yongeſt. Both of them Joſeph hauing brought 
to Iacob his Father, that he might bleſle them, he cooke 


Manaſſes and put him towards Jacobs right hand, that 


he might bleſſe hirn firſt and more plentitully , and hee 
tooke Ephraim and put him cowards Iacobs left hand · 
Bur Iacob ftrerched out his right hand and laide it ypon 
Ephraims head which was the yonger, · and his left hand 
vpon Manaſſes, directing his hands fo of ſc, for 
Mansſles was the elder of them. Thus the Lord bleſſed 
vs when there was no hope left for vs, 

The ſcuenth figure was Rahab a barlot in Iericho, 
who was a Gentile, yer her heart was touched fo, that ſhe 


time of — hid them, that they ſhould take no harme: 
ſignifying thereby, that the Gentiles ſhould receiue and 
embrace the Iſraelites and me of the Goſpel, and 


keepe them as ſafely , and defend them as diligently as 


Rahab did the (pies of Iſrael. 

The eight figure was Ruth a Moabite : of her Cbriſt 
leſms vouchſafed to come 28 concerning the fleſh , to 
ſhew that he came not onely of the Iewes, and for the 
lewes, but alſo of and for the Gentiles, "which were the 
loſt ſheepe, mhoped for, being rapgers from the co- 
uenaat. . ; 

The ninch figure was Sampſon, who being a Iew, 


would necdes marry with a Gentile ; ſignifying thar 
G a Cb 


frunfull, 32. but Rachel alſowasafcermaried,2$. and | 


received and entertained the ſpies that Iſrael ſent, and in | 


Tof. 2. 


Ruth 4 


lIudg. 14. 
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Chriſt leſut would alſo marry with the Gentiles, as he did 
with the lewes. 

The tenth figure was Salomon who married Pharaos 
daughter, which was an Egyptian and Gentile, fignify- 
ing therby, that Chriſt would take him _— among 
the Gentiles to marry with himſclfe, as Dauid in the 
Pſalmes declareth, 

The eleventh figure was Naaman the Syrian , whoſe 
leproſie is turned vpon Gehezie, the leproſie of an hea- 
then and ignorant man tui ned vpon an Iſraelite, and one 
that had the knowledge of God, being the ſeruant of a 
Prophet: ſiguifying that our leprolie of ſinne and igno- 
rance ſhould be turned from vs vpon the Iewes, who had 
the knowledge of the law of God, but eſteemed it not, 
but were vathankfull for it. Many like examples there 
ate in the new Teſtament. For like as the Cherubins, 
though ſeuered in ſunder, yet looked one towards ano- 
ther, and both vpon the mercie · ſeate: ſo the olde Teſta- 
ment and the new, looke one towards another, and yet 
point at one and the ſame thing. 

The firſt type or figure in the newe Teſtament, was 
the Wiſe. men, which were the firſt fruits of the Gen- 
tiles, and came from the Eaſt, being guided by a Rarre: 
fignifying that by the guiding of the word and ſpirit of 
God, the Gentiles ſhould coine from all the places of the 
world co embrace Chriſt Jeſus with ioy. 

The ſecond type or figure was Chriſt his going into 
Egypt, ſignifying thereby, that he ſhould goe from the 
lewes to the Gentiles, becauſe the Iewes refuſed him, 
through vnbeliefe, abundance of wickedneſſe , & want 
of reformation : ſo we ſee that nothing can drive away 
Chriſt but ſinne. 

The third type was Chriſt whipping the Iewes out of 
the Temple, ſhewing thereby that the Jewes ſhould bee 
whipped or caſt out of the firicuall Temple; and the 
Gentiles ſhould occupie it. This (beloued) belongeth 


vnto 
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his light coſhine. 

The fourth figure is the parable of the Vineyard, that 
was taken from them that poſſeſſed it, & given to them 
that ſhould bring forth the fruits thereof, and yeeld bet- 
ter increaſe, vnto the Lord of the vineyard. 

Ihe fift figure was the parable of & two ſonnes that 
were bidden to goe & worke in their fachers vineyard, 
of whom the belt ſaid he would,and did not : the ſecond 
ſaid, he would not, and did repent, and went to labour in 
the vineyard : the firſt ſignified the Iewes which made 
many vowes, with ſuch a ſhew of godlineſſe which was 
but hypocriſie, whom the Lord teiected and caſt off and 
ſaid, that the Publicans and ſinners ſhould ſtand in iudge- 
ment to condemne the greateſt of them. 

The ſixt figure was the feaſt that the Lord made vnto 
the diſobedient gueſts, whom the Lord inuited to his 
banquet, which was onely ordained for them, and who 
promiſed to come vnto it, and yet refuſed & would not 


of earthly and tranſitory things aboue God . Therefore 
che Lord ſent into the hie waies to call and compel! the 
Gentiles to come, which came, though ſome left their 
wedding garments behind them. 

The ſeuenth type or figure was the viſion of Peter in 
Joppa, when he was on the top of the houſe, where hee 
{aw the veſſell come done that had in it all manner of 
foure footed beaſts ofthe eatth, and wilde beaſtes, and 
fowles of the ayre, and creeping things, where alſo the 
voyce ſaid vnto him, Ariſe Peter, ill and ear: wherein the 
Lord ſhewedvntohim, that hee ſhould count no man 
vacleane,al:hough che Gentiles then were counted vn- 
cleane, as were the vncleane beaſts ſer downe in the law 
of God, therefore when Peter was ſent ſor, to Cornelius 
houſe, hee ſaide, Of a truth I perceine that God hath nore- 


vnto vs, to whom the Lord ſo wouderfully hath made 


come, but alledged flight excuſes taken from their foue | 


Mat. 21.33. 


Mat. 2 3.28. 


Mat. 23.1. 


Act. 10. 


Verſe 34, 


pelt of perſons, but in euery natiõ he that feareth God & wor 
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herb right eonſueſſe ic aceepred of bum. 
NI dy ether examples of our calling, as the ſtrzied 


ſheepe,the loft groat, the prodigall ſonne, and Chiiſt 
eating wich Publicans & finners, which when we reade 


we ſhould caſt our figure and ſay, Of whom is this po. 


ken ?ofrhe Gentiles : then is it of mee, for I am a Gen- 
tile. But am I conuerted?if ] be not, then haue I not fulfil. 


led this prophecie:therefore let vs ſtrive to doe well, and 

to morrific & ſubdue ſinne which dwelleth in our mor- 

tall bodies, for none but the valiant can enter into the 
1 


kingdome of heauen. 

Now all theſe prophecies are fulfilled, the blinde ſee, 
the lame goe,the dumbe ſpeake, the deafe heare, the 
maimed worke, the dead are quickened, the leapers are 
cleanſed, and the poore receiue the Goſpell , Therefore 
who wil deſpaire and ſay, light is not teuealed voto me, 
when as he Keck it to be teuealed vnto whole Nations? 
And ſo ſolt mne is our calling, as that in ſo many places 
of the ſcripture it is foretold, whereby we ſee how deere- 
ly the Lord tendreth our ſaluation, like as a kind ſpouſe 
which was longed for, while ſhe was in a ſtrange coun · 
trey, for Chriſt longed for the Gentiles, till they came 
home againe vnto him. Therefore let ys now conſider 
what he giueth vs, namely, righteouſnes and ſaluation: 
firſt righteouſnes, then ſaluation: firſt repentance, and 
then forgiueneſſe of ſinnes, the Sun of the Goſpell, leſt 
we ſhould ſee heauen in hell, and light in darlæneſſe, and 


ioy in anguiſhes. Let vs not contemne our light, or grow | 


cateleſſe of it: l:t vs not build with one hand, and ouer- 
throw with the other by profaneneſſe, like choſe men 
which while they ſurfetted at their gluttenous tables, 
called ypon God for health. Chriſt is not received with 
the left hand: if the Father offering a gift, do ſee the Son 
ſtretch ſoorth his left hand, hee will withdraw his gift 
fom him. I ſay, let vs not contemne our light as the 


For 
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ſuch an excellent reuelation, that great and mightie Kings 


of the Seng of Simeon . 


For what is light to him that will ſhut his eies againti 
is? What is this light ? It is ſuch a glorious light, and 


haue earneſtly deſired to ſee, and Princes haue laid down 
their crownes. to ieueale it. Let vs embrace this light, 
let vs take and put on the wedding gatment, and goe to 
the banquet, varo which a thouſand meſſengers haue inui- 
ted vs, and alledge none excuſes v ſaynot, I haue marri- 
ed a wife, I haue — ht Oxen, I goe to ſes 4 Farme, c. and 
therefore Irunnat come,neither will come. Well, do ſo, if that 
yee will ne edes: but remember that thou waſt inuited, 
and therefore the bleſſing ſhall bee giuen to another: 
and Eſau ſhall weepe for che bleſſing , but ſhall not 
haue it. 

Bur giue mee a teaſon I pray thee, why thou wilt bee 
called the ſetuant of God which doſt not ſerue him, or the 
childe of God, which doſt not loue him; or the diſciple of 
Chriſt, which doſt not leai ne of him: yet his raine falleth 
vpon all, juſt and vniuſt, and hee giueth thee all things for 
nothing: The Sunne doth giue his light for nothing, the 
dew doth giue his moiflure for nothing, the riuert doth 

ive their waters for nothing; and the earth doth giue her 
ruit ſor nothing, | 
What ſhall wee doe then when the Sunne ſhineth ? 
Wee muſt not doe as wee doe in the darke, for then men 
ought to betake them to their labour · Learne of the ſa- 
uage beaſts who as ſoone as the day ſprings, betake them 
to their trauell, and euery bird welcommeth ic with ma- 
oy a {weete ſongs Chriſt is light, and this light is come: 
therefore hee that ſceth not now is blinde. Are not they 
then blind which yet ſee not that praier ſot the dead is 
yaine, needleſſe, and booteleſſe? But thicke darkenefle 
haue a mighty light co chaſe it away. So that hee which 


Math. 12. 


Heb. 12. 


Rom. 13. 


Epheſ. j. 


beginnetli to roote out ſome error or ſuperſtition , at the 

firſt (hall haue much adoe , for cuſtome and natutall 

corruption ate the firſt cauſersof heteſic, and ſhall crie 
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againſt her in the maintenance thereof: and wichſtanders 
of reformation ſhall ſay, Great is Diana of Epheſus: and 
ſo for a long time they ſeeme to waſh the /Erbiopien, or the 
blacke Moore, the more they waſh him the more they gall 
bim, and yet bee is ane Æthiapsan ſtill: but in the end the 
Arke ſtandeth, and Degor falleth downe : and truth t. i- 
umpheth ouer falſhood, hauing got the victorie; and light 
chaſeth away darkneſſe with the btightneſſe thereof. Why 
then doth this darkeneſſe continue amongſt vs fill ? To 
him that asketh, what Scrptuſe haue you againſt it ? it 
is ſufficient to anſwer, hat Scriprure haue you for it? For 
ifthe word command it not, God teiecteth it, and will ſay, 
who hath required theſe things at your hands? But what 
is this ? fot euery idle word you muſt giue account, as our 
Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt faith, Matth. 12. And whatſocuer 
| is not offaith is ſinne, Rom. 14. 23. They aske, what, 
ſhall wee not ſay God bee wich them? Why ſhould you? 
Why (ſay — muſt wee ſay nothing? What if thou 
doe not ? What ſaieſt thou, when thou mentioneſt the 
death of thy firſt fathers, Adam, Seth , Encs , Enoch, 
Noah ? Doeſt thou leſſe loue theſe, not praying for them, 
then thou doeſt them for whom thou ſaieſt, God be with 
them ? &c. | 
But thou haſt ſpeeches enow to vſe, if thou wilt 
needes ſay ſomewhat, and leaue ſuch ſuperſtitious and of. 
fenfiue ſentences : if hee bee a good man, thou maieſt ſay, 
the Lord bee thanked for his deliuerance, or the like: but 
if hee bee not, then thou maieſt ſay, God grant wee may 
doe bettet then hee hath done, and that by his fall we may 
learnetoriſe, from finne, or ſome ſuch thing: whatſo- 
euer hee bee, thou maieſt ſay as Daxid ſaid of his childe, 
giving a reaſon why hee would not pray for him any lon- 
ger benig dead: Can I call him backe againe ? I ſhall 
to him, but hee ſhall not returne to mee: or any aber 
words, ſo they bee wiſe, and therefore not againſt the 
| word. What then is to bee done? As Zacob {aid to his 
wiues 
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| of the ſdng of Simeon, 
wiues and children z Giue me your idols that I may bury 
chem: ſo ſay I vntoyou ; giue mee your ſuperſtitions that 
I may buty them, that may remaine with you, orin 
you no longer, to the diſhonour of God, offending of 
your weake brethren, or to my griefe. For I am — 


ouer you, and becauſe you ate mine, and I am yours; O 
chat my voice were as the whirle-winde, to beat downe, 


- | roote out, and blow away all your ſuperſtitions, that they 
may no longer — 

; | Chriſt which is our light were come into vs all, and ſhi 
ned ſo bright, that wee were aſhamed of all our darknes : 


amongſt you : or rather, O that 


of all, not of mind oncly, but of will alſo, and of workes, 
that wee no longer would walk in darknes, for few haue 
the wil to walke according cothe word, eitherin dark- 
nes or light: wee canſee to ſinne in the darke aſwell as in 
the light, and doe rather, becauſe the light diſcouereth 


. | both the hat lot and the theeſe, ſo they are afraide of the 


light; but aſſuted bee wee, where light is not. Chriſt is not: 
for Chriſt is light; and let none bee afraid to ſeeke this 
light, which is ſo good, ſo excellent, and ſo profitable for 
vs. For it doth not onely deſcrie it ſelfe, but all other things 
round about it. Therefore if thou haue this light, thy 
taith, thy feare, thy loue will ſhew it ſelfe, and good things 
cannot now hide themſelues, for hee that is light doth de- 
light to pleaſe God in the light. It is no maruell though a 
man ſtumble in the darke, but hee which ſtumbleth in the 
light is not very ſtrong, becauſe hee ſeeth his way before 
him. Once we ſtumbled at euery ſtraw when we wallced in 
dar lceneſſe,. for then wrath had a fall, pride bad a fall, luſt 
had a fall, drunkenneflc had a fall, penurie had a fall, igno- 
tance had a fall: or if you will, pride roſe, and wee fell; luſt 

roſe, and we fell, &c. | 
Weree</£gypt as light as Goſhen wee ſhould baue Idola- 
ters as ioyfull as true worſhippers; but there is palpable 
darkenefle, tedious, fearefull, and of long continuance in 
Apt, cleate light onely in Gofben : therefore flic Egypt, 
| t 
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bur ifthon live in Ægipt.that is, wallce in darleneſſe, or com- 
mit wickedneſſe, though thou ſinne in the darke, the light 
will bewray thee, and thy conſcience will accuſe thee, and 
condemne thee for it. Therefore now giuc ouet darkeneſſe, 
and arme thee with light, for our life ſhineth like the light, 
theretore now we ſhould be [/rael, for Iſrael is teuolted. 

But many Scronls may bee written of our ſinnes, and 
thus the Gentiles are as Gentiles ſil], Hee chat beleeueth 
not the word, is an Infidel!: he that beleeueth no: God,is an 
—— : he that worſhippeth any thing more then God, is, 

an Idolater: eucry mans conſcience ſhall condemne him- 

ſelfe, Vet men will leaue godlineſſe for riches, but they will 
not leaue riches for godlineſſe. What madneſſe ? Yea the 
lewes neuer ſerued God at any time with ſuch deuotion as 
many doc now their gold and theirriches : O intollerable 
wickedneſſe? For many there are that could be content 
neuer to die, butliue euer heere with their riches and pleas | 
ſurs, 

And is not the godly more deſpited for his godlines, then 
the wicked for bis nickedneſſe d 

Are not the members of Chriſt more hated, and worſe 
entertained by vs, then the limbes of ſatan ? So dearely 
euety one loues ſinne, and drawes finne vpon finne, till 
their be a chaine of many links and monſters therein drawn 
moſt lothiome And though wee of our ſelues run ſwiftly 
to hell. yet the moſt driue vs, to male vs hie faſter: they 
come vnto vs, and ſay, your fathers loued vs well, and ſaid 
vato vs, if you will bee faire, you ſhall be wiſe; if you will 
be drunke, you ſhall be rich, &c. Yea euery one pointeth, 
and ſhewethys the way that leadeth to deſttuction: and 
how few are the aumberof them that do ſhew vs the way 
ofvertue aud golidneſſe. ; 

And thus wce are cuen as froward as thoſe Iewes that 
ſtrive whoſball come into hell firſt. Who did euer thanke 
God that be was not borne an hundred yeetes agoe, when 
ignorance ſpred ouer all, and all /£gype was ſmitten with 
darke - 4 
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of the ſong of Simeon. 


darknefle ? or that the Lord hath nor left him to himſelſe to 
become an Atheiſt, or an Epicute, which. hues without 
God inthe world 2 We haue all Gods gifts offered vs, but 
we haue refuſed them. Chriſt brought light, but wee had 
rathcr he had brought darknes, for we loue darkuefle more 
then light. The Angels, the heauens, the word, the ſpirit, 
are light, and we that ſee ir, are darkneſſe, for we cannot a- 
bide light, bur are like an Owle that flieth out of a bare 
field from the light ofthe day, ſuch a death is day vnto vs. 
Faith is lowne away, truth is become apilgrime, and euery 
ſtring is out oftune, He that ſhould weepe and be ſorrow - 
full, laughes: and truth is brought to the ground, yea poore 
truth is peſecuted to death: but ſinners ate ſtubble, and 
their ſentence 15, Burne them. 

How fine would be the way of vertue, if you would pare 
away the rubs that are in it, it you wouldtake away all occa- 
ſions of ſinne, and giue it gall to cate, and when you haue 
done ſo, ſet a crowne of chornes ypon the head thereof, 
and when you haue thus crowned it, make it cartie the 


croſſe, and when it hath carried the croſſe, condemne it, and 


when you haue condemned it, put it to death, and when ye 
haue put it to death, burie it; and when you haue buried 
it role a great ſtone vpon the head of it, and ſer watch. 
men to keepe it, euen faſting and praier, that ir may 
neuer ariſe againe to raigne any mote; the 
which the Lord for his mercy 
ſake grant. 
Aer. 
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IJoNAN 1. I, 1. 


1 The werd of the Lord came to Ionah the ſon of Amittai, 
ing; 
* rife and gots Niniuic,that great Citie, and cry againſt 
it, fer their wic bedueſſe i come vp before me. 


I Ou haue heard the ſweet ſong of old fa- 
ther Simeon, like the pleaſant ſong of 8 
ſweet bird before her death, ſetting forch 
Ache ioy of the righteous that embrace 
Chriſt Ie ſus. Before Chriſt leſus vouchſa- 
/ I fed to come to vs, we would not come vn- 
to him, but in all our doings we wrought our condemnati - 
on, and through the innumerable heaps of our iuiquities, la- 
boured to drine him without all hope of mercy from vs. So 
wee continued like flies, which flutter about the candle till 
they haue conſumed themſelues. When wee had done as 
much as in vs lay to driue him away from vs, then hee ſaued 
vs,andrecompenced good for cuill ynto vs, Sothat if God 
had loued ys no more then wee loued our ſelues, wee 
might haue periſhed in our ſinnes , and our blood 
ſhould haue beene vpon our one heads. If Chriſt bee 
the light of che Gentiles, let vs embrace him, and 
one walke as becommeth the children of light: but ma- 
nie doc ſhut their eies agaiuſt it, left they ſhould ſee, 
and not onely many ſmother their one light, but the 
Sunne ſaith ynto the Moone, ſhine not; — the * 
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their light ſo long, that the dampe hath put out the candle; 
and thus they Jabou 

on Geſben : ſo that their eies haue forgotten to ſce, and 
ſo many goe cut ofthe way, becauſe they would not looke 
ypon the candle, and the diuell giueth to cuery one that 
which hee wiſheth, ſo it may bee for his hurt. But who 
can but pirty, that with the ſame Manna which commerh 
from he auen and feedeth many to life cuerlafting, ſo many 
are poiſoned and find in it nothing but the ſauour of erernall 


The Iewes had no cauſe to enuie our light, for he gaue 
them glory : hee was poore, and yet hee gaue them riches: 
hee was counted baſe, and yer hee made them honourable; 
hee was contemned, and yet he made them beloued : they 
were full of datkeneſſe, and hee brought them light; but 
they contemned his light, and ſo procured their owne con- 
demnation, Andtherefore now it is come to paſſe, that 
they are become vagabonds vpon the earth, and moſt 
coutemned of all other Nations, and euery people haue 
a dwelling, whereas ſince they prophecied euill vnto them- 
(clues, ſaying ; His blood bee vpon vs and our children, 

oodaeſſe hath put on the face of baſhfulneſſe amongſt 


Jf chou embrace Chriſt as Simeon did, then Chriſt is 
thy glory; but if thy glory eonſiſt in beautie, which fa- 
deth ; in gay cloth, which wesreth; in wealth, which 
waſteth; or in gold, which ruftech; then Chriſt is not thy 
lorie. 
a Wee haue gone long with an old man, and now we hau: 
loſt him, but we are loth to part with him, he is ſuch a good 
— neuertheleſſe wee hope to finde him againe in 
Ienab. 


Wee haue gone but ſlowly with him, as with an old 
man that is ndt very ſwift of foote ; but now we muſt runne 


Cath vntothe ſtars be notbri ght. And many haue ſmoothred | 


to bring the darkeneſſe of /£gype vp- 


with Jovab as wich a Poſt, left Niniuic be deſtroied. 
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Tbe calling of lonah 


1 The Propbec ie of Tonab, 


I neede nottoſhew the authority of Prophets: but 
concerning their ſorts and differences, there are thtee ſoris 
of Prophets. The firſt were ſuch, as called vpon the name 
of the Lord in praier for the people, and teceiued an an- 
ſwer from the Lord in the peoples behalfe : of which ſort 
was Samuel, and theſe were called Seers, A ſecond ſort of 
Prophets were ſuch as God raiſed to expound the Law, and 
declare the will of God vnto the people, when the prieſt 
and ſuch as ſhould doeſo, were ſlacke in their callings, of 
which ſort was Eſay, Jeremy, Exechiel, Daniel, Hoſes, 
Ieel, Amor, Obediab, and the teſt of the holy Prophets. 
A third ſort were ſuch as haue beene ſince Chriſt, working 
ſuch like effects, of which ſort was the Prophet Agabms 
of whom mention is made in the 11. of che Acts, and 
28. verſe. | 

Now in the ſecond ſort of theſe, was Jonah, whom God 
ſent to declare his will to his people, vnto whom alſo the 
Lord did reucale the ſubuerſion of kingdomes, the ouer- 
throw of Tribes, the captiuitie of Nations, the calamities 
that were to come vnto the ſonnes of men for iniquitie and 


rebellion againſt God. 


As all wiſe men were not borne at once, nor liued toge- | | 


ther: ſo theſe holy Prophets haue not beene at once, but 
were raiſed yp by the Lord God, ſome here ſome there, ac- 
cording to his pleaſure, and as hee ſaw the people ſtand in 
need of them, by reaſon ofthe corruption of the times. 

And furthermore, the Lord hath not at any time re- 
ucaledyntoone of theſe, all things that might bee reuea- 
led, but as much as was ſufficient for them euery one in 
their times and places. Neither hath any of them told as 
muchofthe will of God as might bee declared, nor fully 
expounded his Lawes : but the Patriarkes left fome to the 
Prophets, and the Prophets left ſome to the Apoſiles, bur 
they haue left none for vs, but they haue all ſer open the 
whole will of God vnto vs, and euery Prophet now 
| bringeth 
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1 T he calling of Jonah. 
bringeth only golde,myrthe and frankencenſe, like the 
wiſe men that came to ſee our Lord. 

There ate three things that mooued mee to take this 
ſtory in hand aboue all others. Firſt, becauſe you know 
che ſtory, and therefore can the better conceiue of the 
matter, as I goe forward with it. Secondly, becauſe it is 
briefe, and doth containe a great deale in a little. Third- 

ly, becauſe it is moſt agrecable for the time and fate of 

this finful age wherein we liue, and there fore moſt con- 
uenient for ys, It ismanifeſt that Jonah liued in a very 
troubleſome time, namely, in the time of Jeroboam the 
ſonne of [oabb King of Iſrael, a wicked King, though 
not hee that is called the /eroboam that made Iſrael to 
ſinne. For of this ſecond /eroboam,in whoſe time he pro- 
phecied, it is written, 2.King.14-24- he departed not 
from any of the ſinnes of Ieroboam that made Iſrael io fin; 
which commendeth the holineſſe of /onah, inthat he in 
the middeſt of the corruption here withall che people 
were oue: flowne, was vncorrupted and vnſpotted, and 
called to be a Prophet amongſt the people of God. For 
he had prophecicd in /ſ-ee/ before he was ſent to Nini- 
uie, as the word alſo doth argue; which Jajeth open and 
magnificth the great loue of God, in that he ſent a Pro. 
pher to admoniſh this yngodly people, when as hee 
ſhould haue ſent a thunder- bolt to terriſie them, or ta- 
ther vtterly todeſtroy them; fo that there mercy Rept 
before judgement. 
His hame was Jenab, which ſigniſieth a Doue, which 
admoniſheth vs, that as we labour to be as wiſe as Ser- 
pents, ſo we ſhould alſo defire that we might be as ſim- 
ple as Doues, His fathers name was Amittai, which ſig- 
nifieth truth. I would that Truth were cuery Preachers 
father, 
| There are two ſpeciall things contained in this Hi- 
ſtorie, The firlt, the great mercy of God ſhewed vnto 
three ſorts of men: the Niniuites, Jonah, and the Mari- 
ners. 


1. Reg. 14.25. 
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nete in reſpect of the Niniuites, that he ſent a Prophet to 
Niniuie, a Citie of the Gentiles, which were ſtrangert 
from the couenant, from the promiſe, & rangers from 
the common wealth of //-ael,and conuerted them by his 
preaching,and ſo ſpared ihem now. 

In regard of Ionab, that being, for his diſobedience in 
flying to Tarþiſo,when he was ſent co Ninivie, throwue 
into the ſea, he prepared a great whale to ſwallow h im, 


and in his belly, euen in the bottome of the Sea, where; 
there was no hope of life for him, preſetued him : and a. 


ter three dayeʒ deliuered him thence ſafe, and then caſt 
him not off, but continued him in his calling, & wrought 
powerfully by him, both in the ſhip, conuerting the ido- 
ſatrous Mariners, and in Niniuie, humbling the King and 
the whole City. 

And laſtly, when he had moſt vnworthily doubly | 
murmure d and iuftified himſclfe againſt God, hee con. 
tented himſelſe with gentle and milde reproofe of him. 
ln conſidetration ot the Mariners, that hauing been idola- 
ters all their liues, & now in daunger, giuing the honor 
of God to their ownefancies, God yet conuerteth them, 
ſo that they called vpon him, and ſacrificed, and made 
vowes vnto the true God, and by his migh:y power, ha- 
uing the winde and ſeas calmed, were then and for euer 

aucd, 

The ſecond thing is Jonah fall, and rifng againe. His 
fall, firſt ſinning, both flying ſrom God, & murmuring, 
and therein iuftitying himſelfe: ſecondly, ſuſtaining his 
puniſhment, manifold and long feares, caſting into the 
ſea, and continuing inthe Whales belly three daies, and 
afrerward his reptoofe and conuiction. His tiſing, firſt 
repenting in the ſhip, in the belly ofthe Whale, and be. 
ing caſt out of it, Then allo faithfully diſchatging his 
duety,crying againſt Niniuie couragiouſſy. 

We haue ſcene /onah a far off, it we would wee might 
ee himneerer. He that recciues a Prophet in the name 


of 


— 


2 it he come then, how ſhould he find you 2 Therefore J. 


. 


— 


of a Prophet, hall rec eiue a prophers reward, Therefore 


let vs prepare our cares to heare, and receiue the word of 
God preached by the Miniſters, and let vs thinke that 
len ab is come againe to our houles to preach, and whe- 
ther it be 40.daies, or 40. weelces, or 40. yeeres, they 
that liue lke Sodome,ſhall be puniſhed like Sodome. But 


as our Sauiour ſaith to his diſciples, Pray that your flig be be 


net iu winter, nor onthe Sabbath: ſo ſay I vnto you, pray 
that the Lords comming be not on the weeke daies, for 


pray you learn at leaſt now, and giue good eare,that you 


” | may heare ſufficient for all the weeke. 


The word of the Lord came to lonah the ſonne of Amit. 
tai, ſaywig: Ariſe and goe to Nininje,Cc, 

Herein [ obſerue, that Jonah went not beforc he was 
ſent: ſor going to preach vnto the Gentiles, it was need- 
full that he ſhould haue a ſpeciall calling and commiſſion 
from the Lord himſelfe: forit was vomeere to caft the 
childrens bread vnto the dogges, vnleſſe he had a ſpeciall 
commandement from God ſo to doe. 

None ought to take ypon him the funQion of prea- 
ching in the Church, valeſſe they haue their watrant or 
authority from God, as Aaron bad. And although they 
haue not theit authoritie in that forme and manner as 
Ionah had his, (namely, ) as it were by word of mouth, e · 
uen from God himſelſe, Ariſe andgee to Nine: yer they 
mult haue their warrantfrom him, elſe their calling is 
vnlawfull. 

But now heere is another authority crept into the 
Church, that makes ſa many Idolls, which haue eyes and 
ſee not, tongues and ſpeak not, eares and heare not, and 
that is this, when one ſtalleth yp another into Moiſes 
chaire, not hauing Moſes rodde, nor Moſes ſpirit, But 
this gal! will not hold ſpurring. Further Iobſerue, that 
as the word of the Lord came to Janahs ſo the word of 

the 


Matth.24.21, 


He b.y'4, 
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The calling of lonah, 


the Pope came to his Prieſts , Ieſuirs, & Seminaries, but 
fo and in ſuch ſort many times, that they are drawne to 
Tiborne while maſſes are ſaid for them at Rome, 

The word of the Lord came vnto Ionab, cc. 

That which came vnto him was not alwaies with him, 
but ſo it was, that when the word of the Lord came vn- 
to any of the Prophets, then they were well furniſhed 
with abilitie co teach, to preach, to reprooue,or to com- 
maund whomſocuer the Lord would haue ſo handled. 
As by example: Nathan the Prophet bid Dauid the | 
King, that hee ſhould build a Temple, 2. Sam. 7. and i. 
Chron. 17. And a lule after he came and bid him that 
he ſhould not build it. Where we ſee, that when he bid 
him build ĩt, then the Spirit ofthe Lord came not vnto 
him to bid him ſo to doe. And therefore the Spirit of 
God came vnto him the very ſame night, and bid bim 
that he ſhould goe to Dauid, and bid him that he ſhould 
not build it. For this is cuident, that as God himſelſe is 
conſtant , ſo his Spirit and hisword are conſtant , and 
cherefore neuer ſaith aud vnſaith one thing. 

Againe, the Prophet Eliſha ſaid, 2. King. 4. that the 
Shunamites heart was grieued, but the Lord had hid it 
from him: and had not as then declared the ſame yato 
him: which doth note yato vs, that the ſame word 
whereby the Lord hath, and docth reueale maruellous 
things vnto the Prophets, was not now vpon him, ney- 
ther is alwaies vpon any Prophet, but according to the 
will of God it comes vnto them ; to reueale vnto them 
what he would haue them to doe, and when it pleaſeth 
him. 

Alfo Daniel ſaid, that the Lord did not reucale the 
Kings dreame vnto him, for any wiſdome that hee had 
more then any huing, but onely for the Kings ſake, and 
for che poore people of Gods ſake : and fo you muſt 


| thinke of vs that are the Miniſters of the Goſpell, that 


the Lord doeth not reueale his will vnto vs, for any wiſ- 
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| 7 be calling ee. 


dom or worthines chat is in vt, more then other men, but 
for your ſakes, & that we might reueale it to you. Ther» 
fore heate vs euen for this cauſe, becauſe the Lord hath 
teuealed vnto vr theſe things for your ſakes and good. 

From the calling we cometo the charge. 

Ariſt and gos to Ninine rhar great . 

God commeth and findeth vs all aſleepe, then he bids 
vs ariſczfor they are not fit to conuert others, which are 
not yer c bnuerted chemſelues, according to that faying 
4 ur iſt to Peter: When thou art conuerred, ſtrengthen 
chy bterhren, teaching them by your experience. 

Now adaies men take vpon them to reptooue others 
for committing ſuch things as themſelues haue practi- 
ſed, and do ptactiſe wirhouramendement , not wichſtan- 
ding their diligence in teaching others their dutie; they 
can reach all the docttine of Chriſt ſauing three ſylla- 
bles, that is, Follom me. Therefore theſe ate like ſome Tay- 
lors which are very buſie in decking and tric king vp of 
others, but goe both bare and beggerly themſelues. Vet 
they will not let vs plucke out the mote that is in their 
eyes, vmill wee haue plucked out the beame which is in 
our owue eyes. | 

Go to Nine. 

Niniuie was the greateſt and the antienteſt Citie inthe 
land of Aſſyria, and the name of it ſignified Beaxtiffull, 
| which name was giuen it, rather for the greameſſe and 
beautie thereof,,then for the name of Aſhur, which was 
the builder andfirſt founder thereof, as we teade in the 
booke of Geneſis. It had a ſaite name, but foule deedes, 
like this Citie. 

Goeto Viniuie, cc. 

God would not ſuffer any people to bee vntaught; 

therefore he hath written this name in great letters, eaſie 


and the firmament ſheweth the work of his hands. They 


to bee read of all. The heauens declare the glory of God, 


Luk. 22. 30. 


Gen. 10.12. 


haue no ſpeech nor language, without them is their 
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voyce heard. Their line is gone ſoorth through all the 
earth, & their words into the ends of the world, In them 
is manifeſt ſor all what may bee kno wne of God. For his 
etetnall power and God-head are ſeene by the creation 
ofthe world: but eſpecially hee teacheth ſome by his 
word alſo. Therefore he ſent yato the old world Noah, 
Lotto Sodome, Moiſes to I ſrael, and heere /onah to Ni- 
niuie. But when Paul with Silas and Timothy had gone 
throughout Phrygia, and the region of Galatia, they 
were bilden of the Holy ghoſt to preach the Word 
in Aſia. Then came they to Myſia, and lought to goe [ | 
into Bichynia, but the ſpitit ſuffered chem not. 583 


Goe to Nininie, 

The Iewes would not heare the od of God by Ionab, 
and therefore the Lord ſent him to Nimivic . They that 
grieue the ſpirit, quench the ſpiric, Then goes the Pro- 
phet from Samatia to Niniuie. The word was in Sama - 
ria, it went thence to Niniuie: the Goſpell was at Ephe- 
ſus, it is come into England: it is gone out of the Citie, 
but it may depart from England apaine. If any chinke 
that he ſtandeth, let him take heede leſt he fall. 

But the Prophet goes from Samaria to Niniuie, that 
was, both to ſhake off the duli of his fcete, to witneſſe a- 
gainſt chem their obſtinacie and hardnes of heart: and 
ſecondly, to let them ſee that the wicked Gentiles were 
more righteous then they, in that they repented at the 
voyce of one Prophet; yea and that wich one ſermon : 
whereas themſe lues reſuſed, and refifted all the holy and 
worthy Prophets that God ſent voro them. And third. 
ly, it may bee to ſignifie, that the Iewes for their con- 
tempt aud negligence ſhauld be reiected: and the Gen- 
tiles ſhould be teceiued into the fayor of God, that they 
might bee an holy and ſanò ified people vnto the Lord 
in their trouble. 


That 
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That great Citie. 

Niniuie bad fifteen hundred towers in it, as ſome doe 
write, and a hundred & twenty thouſand little children 
(as it is noted in the end of this tory) therefore it may 
well be called a great City: but the greater it was, the 
more vngodly it was. For as one man taketh ſic kneſſe of 
another: ſo one man is infected by the wicked wordes 
and ill example of another, and ſo taught to ſiune the 
more, till the meaſure of ſinne be full. 

And cry againſt it, & e. | 

Firſt God biddeth him;Ariſe andſhake off all impe- 
diments, & then to goe and call them to the battell, and 
now he bids him cry out againſt them, and fo terrific 
them, Euery Prophet is a crier, as appeareth where the 
Lord biddeth Eſay to lift vp his voice like a trumpet. E- 
ery Prophet mult both bee plaine and bold, and this 
many times maketh the poore ſeruants of God to ſpeake | 
their mindes as plaine and hold, as if they ſate in iudge- 
ment. John was a voyce, a voyce would not ſetue, he was 
the voice of a cryer, and yet hee could not make all the 
crooked ſtraight, nor the rough plaine. 

And becauſe all the Preachers ofthe Goſpell ſhould 
cry, that is, preach zealouſly, in the ſecond of the Actes 
it is written; The Holy ghoſt came dovene in fire and 
tongues: but this fire is quenched, and the tongues arc 
tied vp, ſorhat they thatfhonldcry are ſtarke dumbe: 
| but though they cannorſpeake, they can ſee, they can 
ſee ifa great bencfice fall, though it be an hundred miles 
oft:and Pharaoh had more care of his ſneepe, then wee 
haue of our ſoules, | a 

, If preachers were not deafe , they needed not to crie 
one to another; but ſuch is the dumbneſſe of Preachers, 
and the deafenes of all ſorts ofhearers, that there is great 
| lownelle of followers , ſo that there is but little good 
done, and but a few fruits gathered. 
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If ye were not deafe, we neede not to erie, but becauſe | 


yee be dull of hearing, chercfarewee cry with mouth, 


with heart, with hand, with foote, and wathall the pow- 
ers of our bodics vnto yau, and yet how little do you re- 
gard it ? But are not ye commanded to heare as well as 
we to cry! Yet the cocke croweth when men are aſleep, 
yea the cocke croweth, and Rill Peter yct denieth his 
Maſter. 

Before you cry vnto the Lord, heare what the word 
criech vnto you, and let not your workes ctie for ven- 


| geance while your tongues cry for mercie. 


When men heare the Preacher ſpeake againſt pride, 
hypoctiſie, couetouſneſſe, or anie other ſinne, then they 
looke one vpon another, as though it belonged not vnto 
them: but who can ſay his heart is cleane ? 

Aud cry againſt it. 

Our (ins buffet God on euetie (ide, as the Iewes buf- 
feted Chriſt, firſt on the right fide, then on the left fide, 
and neuet leaue till they haue pronoked him to cry a- 
gainſt vs. When Godcties. then we ſhould weepe, con- 
adering wherefore hee cries: for there is nothing that 
can prouoke the Lord to cry but ſinne, and that hee euer 
crieth againft, Doe what you will , and ſay what you 
will, and the Lord will not be offended. with you, vnlefle 
you ſinne: but if you commit ſinne, he is juſt, and there · 
fore will not leaue til he hath by crying ſlaine either you, 
or ſinne, that raignes in yeu. For as an angrie man cuer 
pus ſueth that which he hateth, vntill he hath deſſtoĩed it: 
lo the Lord croſſeth and followeth vs with his iudge- 
ments, vntill he hath ſlaine that which molt deadly hee 
hatech, ſinne. 

Aud cry againſt it, cc. 

Reproofe is the neceſſatieſt ofſice, yet isicleaſtregar- 
ded, yea molt abhorred. For now wee thinke if one te- 
proue vs, he hateth vs. But the Lord ſaith, Leviticus 19. 
Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart, thou ſhale 
reproue 
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reproue him, & ſuffer him not to ſinne: noting thereby, 
that if we flatter any in their ſinne, or ſee them ſinne, and 
not reproue them 2 it. it is a manifeſt ſigne that we doe 
it of hatred, how great loue and good will ſoeuer wee 
pretend toward the : ſceing the matter tends to the hurt 
of their ſoules, and the offence of God. 

Vea, if a Preacher reproue ſinne, he is thought to doe 
it of hatred, or of ſome particular grudge: and to be too 
buſie, too bitter, too ſharpe, too rough, and therefore 
ſay, he ſhould preach Gods loue and mercy, for he is a 
Preacher of the goſpell, he tells vs of, & threatens with 
the law, and ſo throwes vs downe too low, ſome to de- 
ſpaire: as though we preached the law onely, or chicfly, 
and not the Goſpel alſo continually, to them that loath 
and ſtriue againſt their ſinnes, though they ſinne gree- 
uouſſy. Others, as though they were galled, will ſay, let 
him keep his text, or they will ſay, he is beſide his booke: 
as though no text in Scripture reproued ſinne, and fo 
of all doctrines, the docttine of reproofe and reprehen- 
ſion of ſinne, is moſt contemned, and leaſt eſteemed. 
But let a Preacher preach darke myſteries, or prophane 
ſpeeches, or vnprofitable fables, or friuolous queſtions, 
or curious inuentions, or odde conceits, or breine-ficke 
dreames, and any of theſe will be more welcome vnto 
them then reprehenſion, which is moſt profitable and 
neceſſarieſt of all. Balaams Aſſe neuer ſpake but once, 
and then he reproued. Then if Balaams Aſfe-reproued 
Balaam, how much more ought Balaam to reprooue 
Aſſes, or ſuch as will be no otherwiſe then beaſts in their 
behauiour ? But perſwads your ſelues beloued, which is 
moſt true, though we ſpeake as if we were angry with 
you, and threaten as if we would hurt you, and crie a- 
gainft you as if we hated you, yet we loue you in the dee. 
reſt blood we haue, and therefore, though with perſe- 
curion we preach the law to leade you to the Goſpe1'; 
we preach judgement, that you may finde merciez wee 
H 2 preach 
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preach hel to bring you to heauen; whatſoeuer & how- 
ſoeuer, we preach, we doe all to fill your hearts with joy 
in beleeuing, and hauing made you fruictull in all good 
workes, pre ſent you without ipor,nay glorious alfo, as a 


virgin moſt beautifull, to the Lord of all grace & glorie, | 


Chriſt Ieſus. | | 
Hithetto we haue heard of Jonah called, and charged 


to cry: but what ſhould he cry ? Indeede it is not expteſ- 
ſed in this place. Bu: what then ? Why then the Papiſts * 


may ſay, that he was charged to crie againſt them for 
neglecting their traditions. Aſſuredly they may wich as 
great trueth and as much probabilitie, as they doe gather 
out of diuers places of the new Teſtament, that they 
ought to be obſerued. But /onab hath not left it doubt - 
full what he was to fry, for in the third chapter, verſe 2. 
the charge is — thus expteſſed: Goe and pro- 
claitne againſt it the proclamation which I ſpeake vnto 
thee, He was then to cry what God had commanded 
him. O that none would crie but what God had com. 
manded | | 5 
But what did God command him to erie? euen that 
which he afterward cried; Vet fortie daies, and Niniuie 
(hall be auerturned, Ouerturned ? yea ancient Niniuie, 
faire Niniuic, proud Ninivie muſt be deſtroyed. No 
man firs ſo high, but deſtruction fits aboue him, and will 
fall on all that perſiſt in their defection. Iuſtice would 
haue come againſt them, before it cried againſt thẽʒ but 
God the moſt gratious would haue them cried againſt, 
that they might cry out, voc and alas for their ſinnes, ſo 
preuenting deſetued and threatne d vengeance: for they 
hearing the ctie of God, cried out themſelues, and that 
in great humbling to God, ſo God heard their cries, and 
tooke pitty on them. 
Ilaian was commanded to cty, and he cned: All fleſn 
is graſſe, yea all the glorie thereof like the flower of the 


field. The graſſe withereth, the flower fadeth when the | 
ſpirit 
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ipirit of Iehouah bloweth on it. Surelie the people is 
graſſe. Iohn wasgpmmanded in the ſpirit of Eliahto 
cry, andhe cried, Prepare the way of Ichouab, make 
euen in the deſert a path for our God, And /e»ab was 
commanded to cry, and he cried : Ter fartie daies, and 
Ninixie ſhall be enerthrowne , And all the Preachers of 
the goſpell are commaunded to cry, and that alaude, 
not to/pare, to lift yp their voyces like a trumpet, to 
ſhew Gods people their defections, and the houſe of la- 
cob their ſinnes. And then alſo, ifthey thereby be truely 
humbled, to proclaime vnto them, their iniquitie is par- 
doned, they haue receiued at the hand of Ichouah dou. 
ble for all their ſinnes. It is required of the diſpoſers of God; 
ſecrets, that they be found faith full. And woe to them 
that loue the pleaſures of ſinne, more then the glory of 


God, 
» Fortheirmickedneſſs ts come vp before me. 

For, Cc. We haue heard the charge it ſelſe giuen, hea - 
uy ne wes, that a moſt beautifull Citie, a mott rich Citie, 
à moſt populous Citie, and a moſt ancient Citie, muſt 
be ouerturned, andthat within fortie daies; what is the 
cauſe? Their wickednes is come vp before me: as if hee 
had ſaid, Niniuie hath followed her luſts, and forgotten 
the Law, to ſatis fie her deſites; ſhe hath nototiouſſy diſ. 
piſed her ſoueraigne, deſied all wel · meaning, all good 
dealing: and this is known to the iuſt Iudge, and at his 
barre ſhe is arraigned, and her accuſers ſtand crying at 
the barre foriuſtice, Therefore ſhe may no longer bee 
forborne, execution of iuſtice muſt needs be done: let 
her therefore prepare for deathʒand that ſhe may Cry 4. 
gainſt her yet fortie daies and Niniuie ſuall be enerturned: 
for their wickedneſſe is come vp before me, 

When God ſends criers vato a people, it is a moſt ma- 
niſeſt ſigne that their wickednes is come vp before him, 
which doth cauſe him thus to excleime, thus to cry out 
againſt them. And then if they will uot repent whileſt 
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Gods criers continue crying amongſt them, the Lord of 
Hoſtes will riſe vp in armes againſithem. 
Their wickedneſſe. * 

Will you ſee the Niniuites finsin a ſcroll, that withall 
you the daughters of Niniuic may ſee, that wealth and 
wickednes goe together, proſperity and ſecutitie kiſſe 


waters, moſt populous,and full of all tore, which to in- 
creaſe;it was wholly full of lying ,deceit & fraud, full of 
robbetie, oppreſſion, and all violence, a bloodie Citie: 
whereby it encreaſed in wealth, they flouriſhed in ho- 
nour and glory, and therefore as Zephaniah hath it, was 
a reioycing, a rioting Citie, fate ſecurely, and proudly 
contemned others, ſaying, I am, and none is beſides me. 
Moreouer, it was the Miſtris of witchcrafts, a moſt ido- 
latrous citie, yea ſold people through her whoredomes, 
and Nations through her witchcrafts, and made other 
idolatrous like her lelfe, as 2. Kin. 16. 10. 
Their wickedneſſe is come vp before me. 

Sinne mounts vp on hie, like the tempter which led 
Chriſt vnto the cop of the pinacle, ro behold al the plea- 
ſures of the world at once, and then becauſe wee haue 
falne down before the god of th world, and tempted 
the God of heauen, whether he be iuſt, or no; therefore 
wrath ſpeakes out of the fire, Now thou haft taken thy 
pleaſure,thou muſt take alſo thy puniſhment. 

A moſt heauy and greeuous thing it is, if you knew 
what you are doing here, and what your ſinnes are do- 
ing at the barre of Gods iuſt iudgement. For euen now 
before you came hither, you were ſeruing the diuell in 
finne,but ne-Hit is too late to ſpeake of it, and where are 
they now ? fleſh and blood could not ſtay them, nature 


ches could not ſtay them, nor they could not ſtay them - 
ſelues, but they are aſcended vp before the face of the 


each other? Niniuie (ſaith Nabum) was like a poole of | 


eternall God, to ſtand at his barre and cry for _ 
to |, 
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chen deuoures it. For the wrath of God taketh vs vp 
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to fall vpon vs, for committing ſuch hainous ſinnes a- 
gainſt che maicſty of God, 

An arrow is ſwift, the Sunne is ſwiſter, but ſinne is 
ſwifteſt of all : for in a moment it is committed on earth, 
it comes before God in heauen, & is condemned to hell, | 
for though Nimrod could not climbe vp to heauen, his 
finnes flew vp to heauen : and though wee ſtay below, 
our ſinnes aſcend high, like the tower of Nimrod, but 
they fling vs down to conſuſion, & we become Babel. 
For when we ſinne we are as the ſhel-fiſh which the Ea. 

leraketh,and flieth into the aire with, and then letteth 
it fall vpon the rockes, and ſo daſheth it in peeces, and 


on hie, and throweth vs downe low vpon the rockes of 
ſhame and contempt, and terrour of conſcience: and ſo 
hauing cruſhed vs, & bruiſed our very bones, conſumes 
vs with double death, the graue deuouring vs, hel ſwal- 
lowing vs. | 

IL come vp before me. 

Tothem which aske, how our ſinnes aſcend and flie 
vp before God; Janſwer, God here ſpeakes vnto vs af- 
ter the mater of men, who cannot ſee a thing afore it be 
brought vmto them, euen where they are, and before 
them, $9 that hereby is ſignified God had ſeene their 


| before him, we pray as before him, we giue 
almes ehim, end wee doe euery good thing as | 
before him, becauſe we doe it freely, and as it were, not 
caring who looks vpon vs, But we ſinne as behind him, 
becauſe we hide and cloke our ſinnes, and commit them 
in ſecret, loath that men ſhould ſpie them: our conſci- 
ence in ſuch actions accuſing vs, & iaſtantly telling vs, 
we are about that which we cannot iuſtifie. And wee 
ſuppoſe that we ſinne behinde him, becauſe wee ſinne 
here below, ſaying with our ſelues in the conſideration 


of our blinded hearts, as Eliphaz accuſed Iob co haue 
ſaid: 
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ſaid : Is not God in the height of heauen ? and ſee the 
highneſſe of the ſtarres, how high are.they ? Therefore 
how ſhould God know ir 2 Should he be able to ſec 
through the darke' ? The thicke cloudes are a couering 
to him, that he may not ſee, and hee wallceth vp and 
downe the round circle of the heauens. But then chief. 


ly we imagine that God beholds vs not, when men can- 
not ſee vs: as if God could not know, what man can- 


not ſpie. But let vs not dectiue our ſelues, for God ſeeth 
not as man ſcerh, Man can ſee but only out ward things 
committed in action, but God ſeeth, and knoweth, and 
ſearcheth the ſecrets of the heart, yea the ſecreteſt 
thoughts and imaginations ofit. Againe, man can ſee 
but one thing at once, he cannot turne his right eye one 
way, & left eie another: he cannot ſee before him & be- 
hinde him with one looke : but God ſeeth all things at 
all times. Though we ſinne as cloſely as we can for feare 
of hatre d, or = of the world, or for any other re- 
ſpeR,yer God ſaith, your ſinne is come vp before mee. 
For though we couer it, and hide it, and colour it, yea 
and as it were bury it as well as lieth in vs, yet all is open 
vnto him: thetefore he ſaith, your ſinne is come vp be- 
fore me. 

For when we ſpeake euill, he is all eares to heate vs, 
and when we doe cuill , he is all eyes to beholde it: 
Therefore,O fooliſh man, doe not thinke that God ſec- 
eth not which man ſeeth not: for when he lookes vp, he 
ſcesall below alſo, and when he ſookes downe, he ſees 
all aboue alſo. If he ſhould not, much wick edneſſe ſhould 
lie in darknes vnrewarded,and men ſhould not he terri- 
fied from ſinne, but rather by the example of other al- 
luredto ſinne freely ſecretly. For Ananias might haue 
gained by his craft, if God had not ſeene his heart, which 
men ſaw not: but God ſaw his diſttuſtfull, and diſſem- 
bling, and cottupt heart, therefore he loſt his goods, and 
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If God had not ſcene that which men ſee nor, Ge- | 


hezi might haue gained a bribe for his labour, when he 
ranne Is Naaman the Aſſyrian, & tolde him a lie for 
his profit. But God ſeeing his fetches, which men ſaw 


not, turned bis bribe to a leproſie, and ſo made him a lea» | 


per for his labour. A feateſull example for ſuch as take 
bribes, yet many care not what bribes they take, ſo men 
ſec it not. | 


Ihe man that ſaid, Be merry my ſoule, and take thy 
ne for many yeares, might haue done it, had not 


God ſeene him: but hee eſpied him falling to godleſſe 
ſecuritie, and threatned him, chat night to bereaue him 


of his ſoule. Forget it not yee that abound in wealth, 


whoſe cup runnech ouer. If God had not ſeene Achan 
take yp the peece of gold, he had kept it to himſelfe for 
his labour, and no man ſhould haue knowne where he 
had it. But God ſecing it ( though cloſely done) te war- 
ded him with ſhame in the ſight of all Iſrael, O Lord, 
whatis man that thou ſo watcheſt him? Achan would 
neuet haue ſtolẽ if he had known that God did ſee him. 
Gehezi durſt neuer haue taken a bribe, if he had thought 
that God beheld his doings. Wilt thou ſteale, the owner 
looking on thee ? Wilt thou ſpeake treaſon in the kings 
hearing?neicher would we lie, nor ſweare, nor ſteale, nor 
hurt, nor be prophane at any time, if we cõſider that the 
Lord ſceth vs, & remembred that he watchethys : if we 
would do this, ſinne might go a begging for want of ſer- 
uice, Therefore if you wil marke but this part of my ſer- 
mon, that God ſeeth all, you would refraine from thoſe 
things ſectetly, that are to the offence of God, which 
you . feare or ſhame wil not doe before men: and you 


would ſay euen whe your had ĩs at it, I wil not do it, be- 


cauſe the Lord ſeeth me. But as when we fin though in 


ſecret,he is ail cies to ſee vs, & when he ſees it tequiſite to 
make ſome example, to teach all, that when man cannot 


nor wil not diſcouer vs, he will ſſe that he ſaw vs; then 


he 
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to forgiue vs all our former wicked life, and to waſh ys 


| cried far puniſhment. No doubt the Angel that cry- 


Thi calling of I onah, 


he is all hand to puniſh and plague vs, and inthe end, to 
toote vs out from all our pleaſures : ſo when we repent, 
he is all mercie and louc; aud when we amend our lives, 
and leaue all our wicked waies, to walke before him e- 
uer after in holines, then he is all truth and rigbteouſnes, 


from all our yncleannes, Now therefore repent thee of 
all che euill that thou haſt done, lament truly, runne and 


hie thee as falt as euer thou canſt to the throne of grace, 


ptoue whether thy repentance will not as boldly Rand 
before God, and as powerfully cry for pardon, as thy 
ſinnes ſpeedily came vp before God, and yehemently 


ed;Fallen is, fallen is Babylon the great, Reu. 1 8. a. though 
he cried vehemently with a loud voyce, cried not fo au- 
dibly as thou ſhalt heare the ſpirit ef truth crying & af. 
ſuring chee thy ſins are forgiuen thee; the God of glo- 
ric loueth thee, ſinne ſhall no longer raigne inthee, no 
euill ſhall hurt thee, no good thing ſhall be wanting to 
chee, all chings ſhall work together to the beſt for thee. 
Wilt thou any more? he ſhall euer dwell wich thee, in 
whoſe preſence is the fulnes of toy, and at his right hand 
pleaſure for cuermore , Repenc therefore, but repent 
truely, loath all finne, gticue that thou haſt committed 
any,flis euery ſinne, yea whatſocuer occaſions of it, and 
a'lappearance of euill: but lone the truth alſo, and fol- 
lo all holines, & as much as in you is, haue peace with 
all men, and the God of peace will encreaſe your peace 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 

All which euen this point that we ſpeake of, vix. 
whatſocuer we do, God ſeeth ys, moſt ſufficiently aſſu- 
te th vs of: for this ſooften tepeated ſpeech, Reu. 2. 2. 
9.1 3. and 3. 1. 8. 35. 1know thy workes; is ſpoken as to 
rouſe the dead Sardians, 3.1, and to heate the luke- 
warme Laodiceans, 3. 15. ſo to commend the faith, hope 
loue, patience, &c. of the othet Churches, and ſo to th. 
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bliſh, and ſee them forward therein, knowing he h; iult, 
and a liberal tewarder of them that ſeeke him, Heb. 1 1.6: | 
Their Wickedneſſe is come vp before me. | 
Sinne ence committed, caſts no doubts of comming 
preſently before God: but the thoughts of the heart of 
the carnall man thinking of the way to heauen, are the 
faint Spies that went to the landof Cannan, which ſay, 
; | that iourney is farther then you are able to goe all your 
le, che way is like a thicket, & the doore like a needles 
eie: therefore it is impoſſible for you to come thither . 
ut when you ſend faith, hope, & loue, ( thoſe meſſen- 
gers of peace and truth) they will bring you word, ſay- 
ing. your ruffes muſt bee rufled, and your fardingales 
cruſher, pride muſt be put off, and other ſinnes; and none 
hall be kept out of heauen, but ſuch as loue the world 
better then heauen, or ſuch as will take their ſinnes with 
chem; for they bee vnſeeming the faſhion of that coun» 
trie: ſo that ere we come thither, wee mult leaue 
them; like the ſhadow when wee goe into the 
"doore, and wee muſt ſhake hands 
wi:lf them, and bid them 

farewell, 


THE REBELLION 
OF IONAH, . 


— . 


But Jonah roſe vp to flie onto T arſpifh from the eſence of | 
3 the Lord. and went downe to Iapbo, and found 4B 5 2 | | 
4 


o * 
8 
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to T arſhiſh:ſo bee paid the fare thereof that he mi 
with them to Tarſbiſb from the preſence of the Lord 


He charge giuen to [ovab hath hi- 

I therto bin — of, now it fol- 

a loweth to be ſhewed, how it was 

BO by Jauah diſcharged, Firſt Jonah 

V rebellioufly negleRed it, then be- 

ing chsſtiſed, and ſosep ent ing, 

\ } he faithfully diſcharged it. Firſt 

N £ therefore let ys conſidet his re- 
bellion:afterward we ſhall ſee his correQion. 

But Jonah reſe vp to flie to Tarſbiſb from the preſence of 

the Lord. 

We cannot ſtand to ſpeake of Tarſhiſh, nor what it is 
to flie from God, but this ſhall be our meditation : [onah 
the Prophet was commaunded to goe to Niniuie, and 
there to cry out againſt ſin, to preach againſt pride, and |, 
all kind of vngodlineſſe, thereby to reclaime them, and 
ſtirre them vp, in laying open their ſinne, and the pu- 
niſhment that hanged ouer them, that they might ſpee- 
dily repent, and ſo turne away from the m the wrath of 
God thereby deſerued. How heautifull ſhould haue 
beene the feete of him that ſhould haue brought ſo po] 
erfull a meſſage, as ſhould haue wrought ſuch an hap- 


| py effect ? How blciſed ſhould Niuiuie haue beeve | | 
: when? 
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but fill one flic or other marres the whole box of oynt- 
ment: As ſoone as he was commanded to goe thither, 


Suan ſtood inthe gap, and enticed him to goe to Tar- 
| ſhiſh, for he thought, that if he could let Jonah from go- 
- | ing to Niniuie, then firſt of all he ſhould put a fingular 


Prophet out of Gods fauour, and bring vpon him ſome 
indgement,not onely inward, as torment of coaſcience, 
decay of gifts, or the like:but viſible alſo, whereby the 
ple to whom he had preached, might thinke he was 
e falſe Prophet, as they are euer readyro-condemne 


| for hated of God, whom they ſee ꝑrieuouſſy afflicted. 


And ſo ſecondly the people ſhould be hardened in their 
fins,and obſtinately condemne euer after, him, his like, 
and their preaching too, Andthirdiy, the godlieſt, the 


moſt populous, & the wealthieſt City in Aſſyria ſhould 


be deſtroyed, the good with the wicked, the yong with 
the old, one with another, all ſhould vnrepentant die in 
their ſinnes, and ſo the very Angels in $64 ſhould 
mourne. So that he thought he ſhould by Ropping Jonah, 

eucry way gaine well by his labour, \ 
Therefore he comes to /onah,he flatters him,. he rempes 
im, thus he begins with him: It is good that men looke 
before they lepe, haſte makes waſte, words are not al- 
wies to be taken as they properly ſignifie: one thing 
is often ſpoken, and another meant : but thinkeſt thou 
God meaneth thou ſhouldeſt goz ro Niniuy ? Why ? 
doth he regard idolaters, ang his profeſſed enemies, ſo 
that to haue them admonithed of their tuine, he will 
briag ſhame vpon his own people ?for the very going 
of a Prophet from Ilrael to preach to Niniuy, muſt needs 
proclaime that there is more hope of moſt finfull Gen- 
tiles, then of naturall Iſtaelites. And how couldeft thou 
ſeeme ſo to thinke of thine one Nation, thine owne 
brethren, thine owne blood, the choſen of God? Or if 
thou doe, ſhalt thou not thereby procure their vtter ha- 
an tred 


IT 


when the Lord had vouchſafed them fo great mercie | 


Eccl. 10. r. 
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cred fot euer, and n.ake them to deteſt both thy perſon, 
and whatſoeuer thy preaching , whatſocuer thou haft 
beeretofore, or heareafter ſhalc teach them? 

What ? for thy faichfull prophecying heere among 
Gods people, will God, thinkeſt thou, recompence thee, 
thee whom he hatk made reuerend, and to be honoured- 
of Kings and Princes of Iſrael: recompence, I ſay, thee | 
with Wh and contempt among hesthens, yea, witha“ 
cruell death, or with a more miſerable life ? For what o- 
cher ſucceſſe may bee hoped for at the Niniuites hands 
of ſuch a meſſage by thee? For thou knoweſt they haue 
all Tewes in contempt: therefore when thou ſhalt come 
among them, and tell them not theſe ſew words onely, | 
and in this forme which God hath ſpoken them inʒ for if 
thou ſo doe, who will not count thee rather a mad-man | 
then Gods Prophet? But at large, that there is one all 
ſeeing, moſt iuſt, almighty, and eucrliving God, and | 
no moc? and fo all their gods are no gods but idols: and | 
chat they aboue all other haue giuen his glory to ſtockes 
and ſtones, worſhipping them for gods, alluring and en- 
forcing others likewiſe co diſhonor him: that they haue 
abuſed his bleffings moſt ynthankfully, moſt yogodyyto 
all exceſſe,and are moſt proud contemners of their bet- 
ters, & moſt notorious drunkards, gluttons, forhicacors, 
| adulterers, thecues, oppreſſots, witches, murtherers,and 
the like; & therefore hu: fo prouoked him that is moſt 
merciful & patient, that he will without all pity deſtroy 
| man,woman,yong and old, hiq and low amongſt them; 
yea, theit very Citie alſo, and all that is therein, where- 
by they haue beene ſo wicked, and that within fortie 
daies. 

When, I fay,thou being a Tew , ſhalt tell them this, 
thus in deſpight reuile ( for ſo they will take ir) thus vt | 
tetly condemne them and their gods: will not the beſt 
of them mocke and deſpiſe thee? will not che reſt gnaſh 
cheir teeth at thee, bee teadie to teare thee in peeces, put | 

thee 
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thee ro exquiſite torments, condemne thee to ſome hor- 
rible death, ot continuethee in intollerable paines, in a 
moſt bittet life?No queſtion. Thinke not therefore that 
thy good God, thy moſt kind and tender father, will re- 
compence thy faithfulnes, with ſending thee ſo tar to ſu- 
Raine ſuch miſery: It were impiety to think he willed ir, 
iti blaſphemy;cerrible blaſphemy to think he commids 
i::for ir is to condemne him of ynkindnes, for thou haſt 


icſhould go wel with the iuſt; of injuſtice, for godlineſſe 
ſhould haue the reward due onely ro wickednefie. Vea he 
ſhould ſeeme contrary to himſelſe, to charge thee crue!ly 
romuttherthy ſelfe,whichhath commanded all to Kill 
none, if he ſhould will thee to prouoke that bloody citie 
ſo. But the very thing it ſelf alſo argueth, God meant no- 
thing leſſe then to commit thee to ſuch danger, or that 
thou ſhouldſt do to the proud Niniuites fuck a meſſage, 
For to what end ſhouldſt thou ſo cry againſt that Cirie? 
to make them flie, and fo to free them from deſtruction? 
How ſhouloſt thou then not bee found a falſe Prophet, 
and Godalier? What then? To bring them to repentance 
& then to ſpare themꝰ ho ſhould not God ſoagaine be 
found vntrue,& thou his lying meſſenger?what then? To 
conueit them, and ſo to deftroy them? what iuſtice were 
that? and how contrary to his promiſe to Salomon? 2. 
Sam. 7 14. Therefore it is manifeſt, God meant not thou 
ſhouldſt go and cry ſo againft Niniuie, but fignified that 
thou wert as good, ſor ary good may be done here, to 
exclaime ſo like a ſrantike man againſt Niniuie, as to 
preach in Samaria any longer now. Men here are ſo hard 
ned that they contemne all, part ate ſo cloyed that they 
loath all, the bet part little eſteeme all chat is preached: 
of none is the word acccunted pretious, of none reue- 
rently heard: and therefore thou ſhouldeſt for a time, to 
make the word pretious,and ro ſharpen mens »ft«Qticns 


l. loue; of vnttuth, for hee hath promiſed 


towards it, giue ouer preaching heere, and wheic thou 
| wilt 
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The rebellion of Ilona h. 


wilt refre ſn thy ſelſe a while. Now heere thou maieſt not | 
be idle: at Tarſhiſh thou maic be quiet: thou maicſt at 
Taiſhiſh that famous Citte, among the ſtrangers of many 
Countries, heare many ſttange things, much delight thy 
ſelf in the va: iety of their maners,inthe abundance of all 
things, with great pleaſure liue · No time 1o fit as this 
to ſeethe worlde, At lapho thou cai;ſt not want ſhip- 
ping thicker. Seeme not to make {mall account of this 
kingneilc of God, deftaud not thy lelte of the graunted 
004, 
N Thus Sathan is euer croſſing, eempting, enticing vl 
when wee are or ſhould be addreſſing our ſelues to doe 
the wha yr God. So was Moiſes, Icremy, Ezechiel, 
Ncheniah, Chriſt hiniſelfe tempted, being about moſi 
notable workes, What laid our Sauiour to Peter? Sathan 
hath defired co ſiſt and winnow you as wheate, Who 
are thcſe whoſe perill ſathan ſo earneſtly defirech ? Fuen 
peters, and lames, and lohns, No mat uaile, for Chriſt 
nimielfe, though acknowledged the Sonne of God, was 
moſt fierccly aſſaulted of the tewpter tortie dajes, and 
then indeed was left, but it was oncly for aſcaton, Luke. 
4-13. There fore nc uer dien © fat with Sathan | 
who'oeue: thou he, whatſoct er thou art about to doe 
For the ene my, the cnugus'ce , the rempter, the falſe 
accuſer go*th abou: conunually ſeeking whom he ma) 
deuoute. Now his manner ot temptinę is, firſt and moſt 
viuaily with flatte ing, ſ ut yet vc ty often wi h moſt ter. 
rible threatning. Fot whatlotucr we doe or feele, com 
meth trom one of theſe three ſpirits he ſpirit of 1athan, 


the ne God, or our ipirit. Now our owne ſpirit of 


it ſelfe is alwaies occupied about worldly things,ſeeking 
delights in plealures, not diſqquiet L y threats, The ſpiric 
of God is gentle, louing, and mecke, not forcing, nor 
threatuing, Therefore Chu iſt laith, Itany will follow me 
let him deny himſelſe and rake vp his croſſe daily, &c. 
And mark his ſpirit, he ſaith not, you ſhall follow me, but 


vou 


( 
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you ſhall denie your ſelues, and take yp your ctoſſe, but 
it any will follow me, let him deny himſelfe, and take vp 


cles. where he ſaith: Open vnto me my ſiſter, my loue, 
my doue, my vadefiied, For mine headis full of deaw, 
and my lockes with che droppes of the night. For 
when the opened not vnto him, making molt vnmet te 
excuſes, though he had moſt loumęꝑly paid, and lively 
vrged het to open, and ſhe molt vnkindly, moſt ynwor- 
thi y had denied, yet he went his way midly without 
P.nytarears. But the ipirit of Sathan takes an o; her coucle: 
For when by lying and deceit he cannot allure to ſinne, 
he threatens molt ic arſully with ſinne, tiefe, or lofle of 
goods, ſolitatines aud want cfpleaſure, and ſomtime by 
his mi;;1fters, impes of his owne likeneſſe, hee threatens 
death, and deadly rorments, whatſocuer they may inflict 
ypon any, | 
Cirrift ſaith If you will follow me. If you will: but 
he ſaich, | will wake y e follow me, and dot as I bid you, 
you ſhall haue fire and fagot, ſcalding lead and burning 
pitchʒif you will not follow mee, you ſhall, whether you 
will or no: we will make you doe as we command, faith 
his «1deſt ſonne Antichriſt, viurping authority ouer na- 
tions, and inflicting torments on the Saints. His order of 
tempting is, firſt to make vs doubt of the word of God: 
whether ſuch and ſuch docttine be true, fuch and ſuch an 
action bee commanded, . fuch and ſuch a promiſe , ſuch 
and ſuch athreatning be certain. Then ſecondly he falles' 
to flat denying ofit,this doctrme, theſe promiſes; theſe 
threatnings are falſe, this thing is not commanded, this 
action is aot condenined. And then comes he in with his 
contradiftion,contraty aſletrions, & countermands. Fot 
there is no commande ment of God, but the diuell com- 
mands the contraty, & he is euer gaineſaying that which 
God ſaich For our God ſaith ynto Adam if you eate of 
the forbidden ſtuit, you ſhall furtly die: the diuell came 
12 and 


his croſſe: Let bim. The ſame is to be ſeene in the Canti- 


| 


Cantic. 5.3, 


2.46. 


Gen. 2.17. 
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and he told them, firlt it c nor certarme you ſhall die: then, 
you ſha'l nat die; then thirdly, you ſhal be as gods, know- 
ing good from euill. God laich, ſu mit your ſclues one to 
anocher in brothe ly loue: the diuell ſaith, fi:ſt, you 
cede not to abaſe your ſelues ſo much; ſecondly , you 
ſhould not yeelde to others: then thirdly, aduance your 
Mot. 28. 3). ſcjues,and contemne others. God ſh, Loue thy neigh- 
be ur as thy ſelfe: the divel faith, firſt loue little and out · 
wardly, then, loue none but thy ſelſe: then thirdly, hate 
thine enemies, enuie thy berters, diſdaine thine equalls, 
deſpiſe thine inferiouts. God faith, Labor for that foode 
chat perifheth not: the diuell ſaich,firſt, care not much 
forit : then ſecondly, conremneit : then thirdly , ſtirre 
not an inch fot it. God ſaith, Forſake the world: the 
Rom. tz. 2. Diuell ſaich, firſt, neglect not the world ; then, loue 
. lohn 3. 1. the world, then thirdly, giue ouet your ſelues vnto the 
world aboue all, follow the world with all the luſts 
thereof, 

Now, the meanes hereby the diuell tempts, are ar- 
guments fetcht, ſome from the wit and reaſon of man, 
ot from the cuſtomes of the world : ſome from the holy 
Sctiptures, either corrupted, or wrong applied: now in 
conſideration of the perſons, then in regard of the thing 
it ſelfe, &c. In reſpeR of the perſons to whom hee 
ſhould preach,and himſelſe, Ionah is here tempted, and 
ſo thus reaſoneth with himſcite : I hiaue long preached | 
vnto the lewes, which arc the choſen people of God, & 
ſeeing they will not heare me, it is in vaine to preach vn. 
to thele Gentiles, which neuer heard of God or godlines, 
and therefore will eſtceme my words the leſſe. 

Thus /onah is loath to loſe his labour, and puts in a 
doubt where he nee des not, becauſe he conſidered not 
the great power of God in mens harts. The Niniuites 
are heathen people , and therefore ( faith Jonah) why 
ſhould ] venture my ſelfe amongſt them? For ſeeing 
my ovene countrymen kicke againſt my wordes, and 
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be deſpiſed by theſe, and perſecured to death? Thus fleſh 
andblood ſtandeth ſtaggeting when ic ſhould doe any 
good, miſdoubting troubles, iealous of his one caſe;but 
wben it goeth about to doe any miſchieſe it neuet couſi - 
dereth the danger, it weigheth not the following woꝛyet 
doing good, it is vncertaine whether all will not accor- 
ding. or cuen aboue out hope ſuccee deʒit is more likelie 
we ſhould be kept lafe: but doing euill, miſchiefe mot 
Feertainely is procured, not danger onely, but loſſe of the 
beſt chings commonly, peace of conſcience or ſpiricuall 
graces, ot ſome bleſſings al way, or at leaſt not receit of 
thoſc things which much would reioyce vs. For ſure this 
was a ſore temptation, to bid a man (being in reaſonable 
good eſtate touching his body aud life) that hee ſhould 
oe and pre ach vnto a ſauage heathen people that neuer 
— of preaching, and that this doctrine; that there is 
but one onely true God, to them who will ſerue a thou- 
ſand. and cannot abide the contrary to be ſpoken. 
lf a Preacher were commanded to goe and preach at 
Rome gates, againſt Antichriſts iuriſdiction & the ido- 
latry that is ſo inordinately vſed in that Sinagogue of 
yncleannes ſecing that is a matter for which they tor- 
ment and kill all that preach ic ſincetely: I feare it would 
hardly come to paſſe at all, that this preacher would go 
ſrom a reaſonable gow eſtate touching his body, to ven- 
ture his life among ſuch cruell tyrants: I feare hee would 
| rather content himſelfe with his preſent eaſe, then com- 
mit himſelſe to ſo likely miſetie. | 
| Iflgoeropreachyneo theſe infidels, ſaying: yet forty 
daies and Ninivic ſhall be defiroyed, then (faith /oneb) 
it may be, they will repent, & God wil baue mercy vpon 
them, ſo I ſhall be counted a falſe P. optet for my labour. 
And thus we regard our credite more then the glory of 
God, in the obedience of his will: andrather then wee 
| I 3 would 


the Lord to reprooue ſinne, then how much ſhall I. 
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would receiue any reproch by your doings (in the fight 
ofthe world,) we rather choole to enter into no great 
action touching the glory of God, and the good of the 
Church. JnreſpeR of the Iſraelites and himfſelfe : If! 
leaue mine one people, and preach vnto the Gentiles 
(faith /onab) J ſhall bring ſhame ypon Iſrael before all 
people,becauſe a Prophet is gone from them for their 
obſtinacie, chooſing rather to preach ynto vncircumci- 
ſed Gentiles then vnto them. as if there were more 
of the Gentiles then ofthem. So ſenab more fearerh t 
childrens diſgrace then the Fathers diſhonour, and 
their deſpight, then his diſpleaſure, Sathan is too well 
acquainted with mans nature, and ſo more cartainelie 
knowes, then we wiſe! confider, that all Adams ſonnes 
are from labour eaſily — loiter: more willingly 
from feare and paine, to ſecuritie and pleaſure : there- 
fore ſeldome or neuet doth he in tempting omit this en- 
ticementʒ It will be for thy eaſe, for thy delight, for thy 
ſecuritie. Therefore he ſaith to Iauab, not onely the way 
to Ninivie is long and dangerous, thy perſon and meſſage 
odious,therfore thy trauell muſt needs bee tedious, 
croubles greeuous,&c. but alſo thy paſſage to Tarſhi 
is eafic,thy ſecurity there ſure, thy pleaſures many, thy 
delight great, Vea, with this he aſſaulted Chriſt him- 
ſelſe, ſaying, when hee had ſhewed him all the King. 
domes of the world,and the glory of them: All theſe 
[ giue thee, &c, And doth hee not ſo alſo euermore 
perſwade ys, this goodthis gaine, this glory, this plea- 
ſure,or this preferment ſhal thou get, 2 —— 
thus dealc?if if you will leaue the ſociety, the exerciſes, 
the profeſſion, and the company of the children of 
God, and ſerue me, and worſhip mee : preferring your 
couetouſneſſe, your pride, your luſt, before the ſervice 
of God : not being ſcrupulous to ſweare for your 
— ſometime, nor to lie for your pleaſure , nor to co- 
en for riches. : then you ſhall not onely be free from 
the 


. 
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and the contempt wherein they are bad, and che manic | 
heauy fighes that they are forced to ferch, but you ſhall 
alſo grow rich · ſoone, and ſo be well thought of, and had 
in — by your wealth liue incaſe with al plea- 
ſure, procuring euery thing your at hearts deſire. 

| Thus /o»ab, which way ſoeuer he looke, is tempted 
on euery ſide: tempted to ſinne, but not conſtrained: 
yrged, but not compelled: for the diuell hath power to 
entice to finne mightily, but not to enforce violently. 
Loe then comforts againſt this croſſe. Our enemies 
power is in our Fathers hands : and our Sauiour pray- 
eth for vs being moſt glotious in heauen, as he on earth 
in humility prayed for his Apoſtles , that our faith ſaile 
Vs "gs Behold then alſo encouragements to fight a+ 
gaio(t his aſſaults: yet ſee a greater God hath giuen vs: 
this priuiledge, this promiſe haue we : Reſiſt the Diuel, 
and he ſhall flic from you, Iam. 4.7. God hath given no 
promiſe to the diuell, that if be perſwade hee ſhall pre- 
uaile, if he vrge, we ſhall yeelde : what a ſhame is it to 
vs, that Sathan is bolder incempring,chen we are in refi- 
Ring? js he notꝰ O that we could trucly ſay, wee are as 
wiſe, as watchfull, as thoughtfull to withftand Sathans 
| afſaules,as he is wilie, vigilant, and more then diligent to 
aſſault. . 

But what doth Jonah, thus as we haue heard by ſa- 
than aſſaulted ? reſiſts he as manſully as the Diuell hath 
ſer on him cunningly ? Alas no, Texab is no ſooner diſ- 
ſwaded to goe to Niniuie, then he is perſwaded it were 
great folly: he is as ſoone reſolued as he is enticed to go 
to Tarſhiſh, thinking it a chiefe point of wiſedome to 
ſeek his ow ne eaſe, his one pleaſure, his owne ſwect de- 
light. One ſaid, God ſpake, and it was done. Surely the di · 
uel alſo but ſpealces, and it is done, ſor he is ſuch an otator 
as no man can deny him. For who can gaineſay him that 
counſel leth as a ſpecial friend, yea as a moſt holy Ange lle 
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kee pe v. from danger,and the teare thereof, and to pro- 
cure vs all good: but alſo jealous of Gods honour, feare- 
tull Ic men ſhould de ſpiſe the word, and ſo their owne 
ſaluation:therſore he made dot onely Gehezi to take a 
bribe, Demas to embtace the world, Iudas to betray his 
Maſter, and Caine to kill his brother, but Rebecca al- 


lo to perſwade lacob, and lacob to be bold by lying to 
ſeeke for the bleſſing + yea the Father of the faithh 5 


commit folly with Hagar, as he re /onab not to go to N. 
nivie, le ſt, ſotſooth, God ſhould not be true of his word: 
as if what to man ſeemeth vnlikcely, that were with God 
impoſſible, and he could not be righteous, vpleſle wee 
ſhew our ſelues impious. 


We haue ſeene ſome cauſes wliy ſathan aſſaulting vs, } 


hee ſtraight ouercomes vs: would any ſee more:? we haue 
bin taught his power, malice, watchtulnes, and wilines: 
we hauc moſt fit and ſufficient armor miniſtred ynto vs: 
we haue a promiſe, that reſiſting him, we ſhall make him 
flie from vs. Therefore ſurcly we forget our enemie, or 
negle ct the promiſe,or take not to vs the whole armour 
of God. ſpecially we like not that armor. bearer humili- 
ty: ſubmit your ſelues to God, and then reſiſt the diuell. 
But moreouer, we to our one certaine petill and paine 
(fo corrupt are we )ioyne with our enemy, more readie 
to doe his will then Gods word. Hereof no doubt foo- 


liſh Balaam asked againe and againe, till God ſeeing him 


bent contrary to that he had bin commanded, left him 


till the very Aſſe whereon he rode, was conſtrained to 
teproue him. But would you-howſoeuer Sathan temps, 
not be turned by him out of the right way ? howſoeuer 


he fights,not to be foiled by him? would you haue him | 


ſoone to forſake — — to flie from you, that is, 
would you reſiſt him? for when wee begin valiantly to | 
fight, then forthwith he flies. Conſider 2 ſhamefull a 


vnto himſelfe: and ſo Balaam went on in ſinne ſo long, 
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ble torments. Vea, ſaieſt thou, theſe things conſidered 
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thing id is. being euety way encouragedto fight, to ſhew 
our ſelues moſt daſtardly cowards : how diſhonourable 
to oui cap: aine Chriſt, to yeeld the victory to his deadly 
enemy: how dangerous for our ſelues, knowing he 1s a 
molt ctuell tyrant, and moſt inexotable, that moſt glori · 
ech and ipecially ta k⸗s pleaſure in putting vs to the moſl 
bitter paine that poſſibly he can, and therefore hauing 
ouercome vs.,willfoc euer continue vs in molt intollera- 


ld make vs couragiouſlyto encounter with Sathan, 
and ſo ſoone to conquer him; but he comes often as a 
friend, as an Angellof light: bo ſhall I then deſcry him, 
that J may defic him and make him to flic? 

How? here indeed is che hardnes: forhe is a notable 
hypocrite, che fatherof hypocriſie. But thou muſt fol- 
low the counſell of Chriſt, Reu. 3. 18. Thou muſt anoint 
thine cies with the eye. ſalue, that thou maieſt ſee. Thou 
mult be fulfilled with the knowledge of Gods will in all 
wiſedom & ſpiricuall vnderſtanding, & moreouer watch 
and be ſober. And laſtly, conſider, firſt how thy ſpirit is 
affeed:for out owne ſpitit ( by-nature euermote hard) 
if it be moued by the ſpirit of God, is ſad, ſoſt, and flow: 
but ifit be moued by the ſpirit of Sathanis proud, boy- 
ſterous, and ſtout: then, whether that which thou art in- 
deed mooued to be good or cuill:if good, that is, agreca- 
ble to Gods word, then acknowledge it comes from 
God, for all good motions are the wotke of the ſpirit of 
God. how ſoeuer they ſeeme to proceed of our ſelues. 
But ifit be euill, that is, not agreeable with the word of 
God, then ĩt is alwaies either a luſt of our corrupt na- 
ture ot a ſuggeſtion of Sathan. Where fote it is a ſure way 
to ſay when we are tempted to euil, this motion is of the 
duell, fot euen our corruption came of his ſuggeſtioo. 
For the ſpirit of man is alwaies tolſed berweene theſe 
two contrary ſpiritt, the ſpirit of God procuring our (al- 
uation, & the ſpirit of ſathan ſeeking our condemnation. 


So 
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| So that it any will get the victory of Sathan, he may not 


be without che ſpiri:ual ſword, which is the word of God 
Epheſi. 6. 17. Yea, he muſt haue the word of God 
dwell in him plenceouſly, Col. 3. 17. and cry ill, Open 
mine eyes, O Lord, Pſalm. 119. 18. Gwe me vnderſtan. 
ding, 34. and encline mine hart vnto thy ceftimonies, 36 
and beware that he ſubmit himſelſe duely, and diligent. 
ly watch. 

- Thus [on«b tempted, hath conſented to neglect his 
charge,and dech he forth · with repent? No, he pre 
bimſclfe to his purpoſed iourney. But [onab aroſe to flee 
vnts Tarſbiſo. As Ienab was no ſooner tempted to goe to 
Tarſhiſh but he yeelded, ſo as ſoone as hee had yeclded, 
forth-with he to go. So Ienab made himſelfe a run-away, 
and ſhe wed himſelfe a diſobedient ſeruant to his God. 
And in the meane while , Niniuie ſet on the ſcore, and 
had no hoe with them in working wickednefle-: but Ri!) 
filling the cuppe of all abominations, tanne downe to 
hell with as much force and ſpeede as they could. So 
Niniuie is till Niniuie, but Jonah is not like /onab,for the 
— "x is flying, and finis crying, and ſo al falles to con- 

ion. 

But lonah aroſe vp to ſlis ume Tuſbiſd, cœc. 

Tonah flyeth vnto Tarſhiſh before he would goe to 
Niniuie; and euety one is like the ſonne which ſaid hec 
would not, before he went: and fo finne is borne firſt. 
as Eſau was borne before lacob. Therefore if euill may 
compare with goodnes in particular actions, in al man- 
kind cortupt, euull may ſay he is the ancienter. But as 
ſoone as thou perceiueſt any euill cogitation or motion 
in thy ſelfe, be thou wroth with it, nip it in the head, put 
it co death, and then the vncleane Giri chat hath long 
bene ſtrong, and with delight dwelt in thee, will ſoone 
be weary of thy houſe, and ſay as the evill ſpirit ſaid; 
_ is no dwelling tor vs, let vs goe to yonder heard of 
wine. 


"But 
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| But lonab aroſe | 2 
vp to flie unto Turſiuſb, ce. 
Tonab was ſent to — he went — Tar- 


that we ſhould not doe. For either we doe nothing, or 
that which we ate not commaunded , or elſe otherwiſe 
then we are commanded, Sometime moſt tebel 
we do that which we know the Lord ſtraitly forbid- 
deth. And as /on«b tooke Tarſhiſh for Niniuie, ſo we 
take the diuell for an Angell, light for darkneſſe, &c. 
But [Jonah roſe vy, e. They that ſhould preach at Nini- 
ie, are flying to Tarſhiſn, and though hee bee like a 
drone, yet doth hee, euen the Non · teſident, keepe his 
benefice faſting, feaſting himſelfe : but wilt thou keepe 
it ſtill / go and preach at Niniuie as ye haue been doubly 
| commanded, or for ſhame leaue your priuledge and 
benefice : bur they ſtand ſtaggering, aſbamed to keepe 
it, and loth to leaucit, For the ſweete morſels of Baal: 
prieſts are pleaſant vnto them, that they cannot find 
in their hearts to leaue them, as long asthey are able to 
keep them. But no maruaile that /oveb fled to Tarſbiſh, 
when he ſhould goto Ninĩuie. For this is a ſtumbling vo · 
cation amongſt men, yea reietted by the childrenot this 
world which alway kick againſt it: ſo that if you would 
aske for a pamefull vocation, this is it; if for a thank lefle 
vocation,this is itʒif for a contemptible vocation, this it 
ic: for reproouing,we are reproued: bleſhng, we are cur- 
ſed:preaching peace we make war: proclaming liberty, 
ve are impriſoned;doe what we can, we are perſecuted: 
| & ſot our werke worthy of loue, we receiue of the moſ, 
hatred: of few,yea very few, not any more then.a cold 
affetion, Heteof it hath come to paſſe that Moiſes and 
— excuſed themſelues; Ezekiel haning re- 
ceived his charge, went in bitternes & indignation of his 
ſpirit, and ſeuen daics neglected bis charge, as /oveb here 
oth his: and Moiſes, Eliah, and le emie, at length com- 
plalued: & ( hich to tue belt men is the gteateſt griete ) 
it 


fhiſh. And ſo it is alwaies with vs, wee are euer doing | 
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it 15 as « afie almoſt to waſha blacke Moore white, as to 
1. Kin. 19. 10. | conuert a ſinner, becauſe Sathan is euer ctoſſing men do- 
and 14. ing the will of God/ but ſpecially bhindring the courſe ot 
ler. 20. 7. right preaching. Fot the Lord was not fo carnefi to ſtop 
the way of Bala am, leſi be ſhould commit wick ednes, as 
the duell is eatneſt to ſtop the way of cucry lanab, leſt he 
fulfill righteouſnes, that is, cry againſi Niniuie, longing, 
and ducly that is, wiſcly, and earneſtly labouting to con- 


uert Niniwe. A a ot: A= 
But Jonah roſe v to ſue unto, Tuuſbiſp fromthe preſence | 
of tbe Lord, cc. ; 't 16,0} 


The righteous fall, and now no leſſe then a Prophet 
yea ſuch a Prophet as was the figure of Chriſt. But who 
would haue theugbt that ſuch a Prophet ſhould flie 
from the Lord, yea and that when he ſhould doe hin 
molt ſeruice ? who counteth that no wickedneſſe now, 
that he euet thought and taught was rebellion, while he 
was among the wicked? A fearefull example: therefore 
let him chat thin he ſtandeth, take hee left bee fall, | 
for the way is ſlippery wherein we ate to walke, When 
thou remembreft the fall ofthe Propheti then conſider 
that thou art much weaker then a Prophet, and therefore 
the caſier to be encountred and overthrown,and the like- 
lier to haue a moſt greeuous fall, except the Lord doe 
mightily vphold thee, ſeeing ſuch a one cannot ſtand 
in the ſight of his ſo mortal enemy, but by him receiuerh 
ſo greeuous a fall, Secondly, if thou ſee Jonabflie, Moi- 
ſes murmute, Dauid ſal to adultery, Salomon to Idolatry 
and Peter to forſweare his Maſter, then maiſt thou learn 
not to truſt to thine own ſtrength, for it is weaknes; net 
to thine owne wiſedome,for it is finfull; put ſecke belpe 
and craue ſtrength at the hands of Almighty God. ho 
giueth to euery one that asketh indifftrentiy, and hi- 
teth no man in the teeth; hic h doth not bruſe the bro- 
ken teede, nor quench the ſmoking flaxe, but doth ra- 
* ther encteaſe our zeale then d;miniſh it. Thirdly, iudge 
; wiſely 
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. | baſtthee away, and flic from the preſence ofthe Lord. 
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wiſely of the fal of /or«b,not raſhly condemning him for 

nis fault: fo: although Dauid ioyned murther with adul- 

tery, yet he repented, and is the deere child of God. 
Ard be found a ſhip geing to Turſbiſb. 

Ienab was no ſoↄner come to Iapbe, but he goes to the 
hauen or m-ctes with Mariners; and preſently vnder- 
ſtands of a ſhip, not going to Nintuie, but to Tarſhiſh, 
As ſoone as hee ſet forward to flie from God, Sathan 
ſttaightwaies prepared a ſhip, ſo chat temptation andoc- 

caſi In of ſiane doe alwaies goc together. Shall Iud.u lack 
noney,or Ionab ſtay tor a ſhipꝰ No (faith Sathan) by the 
mauth of his miniſtersʒzhere Judas take thee money, and 
betray thy Maſter; and Jonah, here is a ſhip for thee: goe 


For the diuell is alwaies a very ſeruiceable and pleaſant 
diuell co ſuch as flie from God: he can finde occaſion at 
all times, and meanes, and inſtruments fic for that pur - 
poſe. If thou wilt flie from God, the diuel will lend thee 
both ſpurres and a horſe, yea a poſt-horſe, and that wi!l 
carry you ſwiftly and luſtily away, vnto all vanitio and 
vngodly luſts. Therefore if any will aske what the di. 
uels occupation is, it is to tempt, to entice hy all meanes, 
to prouołe to ſin, and thento prouide vs of the meancs 
to practi ſe our purpoſe to commit ( and as eames ſpe a- 
keth)to bring forth ſinne. 
And be payed: he fare thereof. | 
This mony was caſt into the Sea, it did him as little 
good, asif hee had vtterly loſt it: it had beene good for 
hint he had loſt it, for it did him much harme. There 
are many that will ſpe nd and waſte, they care not how 
much vpon cards and dice, and ynlawfull games, this 
money alſo is caſt into the Ses, for it doth them much 
more harme then they know ot, it doth them no good, 
it were good fot them they had not a penny to loſe, And 
ſo men care not what they pay for yanitics & braveries, 
the moſt part of which is vaproficable , & rather hure'v!l | 
then 
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then neceflary for them, but onely tor the vaine vſe ofthe 
preſcm time, and for ſome vaine reſpect: this alſo is caft 
into the Sea, and bettet ſhould they be, it they had it not 
tolauiſh, and to their owne and many others hui ſo to 
garniſh themſelues. Men care not what they pay for thei! 
vaniries,ſoit doth pleaſe their wind for the prelẽt, with- 
out conſideration of the end and vſe thereof; bur they 
Luke 16,11, | will giue little or nothing to do good withallz ſo that La 

1.Sam,23, Zarus can get nothing, and Dauid can grt no meat. Shai 
10. 11. take my bread and my wine, and the fla ſh which 1 bom 


pronided for my ſhearers, & giue them vnto one, whom 
know not, faith churliſh Nebal? We can be content to 
giveany thing,or do any thing to win the world thereby 
but we will giue nothing nor doc nothing, thereby t. 
win the kingdom of God. " 

We haue heard /onab confeſT ng that hee receiued: 
charoetogoe to Niniuie , but hee aroſe and fl-d cowarc 
Tarſhiſh,and went Cowne to lapho, and found a ſhip, 
going to Tarſbiſh,and paid the fare thereof, and we n- 
downe into it:heereaſter we ſholl hea e, that being en 
ered the ſhip, hee went to flee pe, and ſlept ſoundly . an 
being wakened hee confeſſed not his ſinne, [ ucti.ffexe; 
the Mar ne. s to deuiſe to find out for whole cauſe the) 
were ſo trouble d, and at length alſo the lots to bee caft | 
neuer confeſſing it vntill he was enforced to it. VVhai 
needed hee to rehear v all this ? had it not beene enoug 
to haue ſaid, that he le ſt in: bufinefſe yndone, hee was a 
| finner? No, for God would haue men to know the 
ſtubbornnes and difobedience of ſenab, in that this this , | 
was not done ypon the ſudden , but vpon deliberstior, 
and in no ſhart time, but in ſome continuance , whuic | 
he weat from Samaria to lapho: and thence was depar 
ted, and had ſomowhile ſarled. In which ſpace hee hac | 
lesſute enough to haue repented, but did not. Ienab 
confeſſed his ſinne, that hee ſhould not once haue liſtnec 
to ſathans aſſaults or reaſons of the ficſh, and when hee 

ha 
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had liſtne d, he ſhould not haue liked them, ind when he 
bd liked them he ſhou!d not haue conſented to obey 

them. and when he had conſented he ſhould not haue put 
them in praQue;he ſhould not haue fled toward lapho; 
and when he was coine to lapho, he ſhould not haue 
gone to the hauen and when he came to the hauen, hee 
ſhoulꝗ not hau: paid the fate; and when hee had paid 
tne f re, he ſnould not haue entred the ſhip, and when he 
was entred the ſhippe, he ſhould not haue hoyſed vp 
the ſailes, an 1 ſaile d, and gone to ſleepe. But this he did, 

eaching that ſinne runnes on hee les, as it were downe 
a hill in all poſt haſt, and neuer ſtaies till it ariue euen in 
hell, For lovab thought becauſe he came ſafe to lapho, 
therefore hi might goe to the hauen becauſe he came 
vell to the hauen, therefore he might pay the fare; and 
oe cauſe he paid the fare in peace, ther fore he might take 
ſnippingʒand becauſe heentred tne ſhip in ſafety, there. 
fore he might hoyſe vp the ſailes to goe, and becauſe hee 
hoyſed vp the lailes without danger, therefore he might 
go ſecurely to ſleepe, and ſafely to ſaile to Tai ſhiſh. 

So ſinnes follow one another like linkes of a chayne, 
till the tempeſt ot deſtruction break e it in ſunder. So 
laith the forlorae ſinner, I haue ſ vorne, and God did 
got puniſh mee, thetefore I u ill ſteale: I haue ſtoln and 
God diu not puniſn mee, therefore I will kill. I haue 
killed and God did not puniſh me, then why may I not 
doe what I liſt? may do this as wel as I haue done other 
things heererofore, But if lonah had conſidered 
with himſclfe that God is the Lord, who is all · ſeeing & 
almighty, from whom nothing can be concealed, hee 
would neuer haue taken his iouruey to Iapho, or when 
he came to [apho, hee would not haue paied the fare, or 
when he had paied the fare, hee would not haue entred 
the ſtup, or when he was gone into the ſhip, he would 
not haue hoiſt che ſailes, but rather would haue leapt 
out from thai ſhip that ſhould carry him from his God, 


carry- 
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c uig che creatures cau hide lim from the Creator, which 
1 


in ſtriuing to ouet · maſter his conſcjevce, acculing him 
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cry NM 315 CUE haut he fOrgets hini(clic chm- 
is an abſurd tinng tatuinke, tering nothing can bee hid 
from him: neither wouldany,l Hy, adde diunkenneſſe 
to thirſt, or heape finne vpon finne, or ſuffer an cuill 
thought to take place in him , if they conſider that the 


iuſt Iehouah be held then in all their very thoughts. All 


thole that pity T, let them pity themſelues; for if 
we conſidet our oune eſtate, wee hau: as many , and as 
ſoulc ſinnes in vs, as there were in Ienab, yea in Niniui 

lonah conte ſſed his finne, that we might confeſſe. Hee 
confeſſid it ſrecly, he confeſſed it ſully, that hee knew his 


maſters will, but not onely did it not, but alſo took ano- 
ther courſe quite contrary to that which hee was com- 
manded: and that not in purpoſe onely, but in deede al- 


ſo;not for an houte, but a long timeʒnot in ſtrugling with 
his weale nes, but in a profound vngodly careleſneſſe, er 


for his wickednes. And wherefore hath he written it? 
but to admoniſh vs narrowly to looke to our ſelues, 
and manfully to fight that we may ſtand where 
he fell; nd when we haue fallen, as freely 
and fully to confeſſe it to God al · 
waies, and to man alſo, xhen 
wiſedome com- 
maunds. 


FINIS. 


At London Printed for William Leake, dvelling in 
Pauli Church-yard at the ſigne of the Holy 
Gheſt, 1 6 10. 
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